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“As | Was With Moses” 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 


6¢f ORD, I am slow of speech,”’ he said, 
«This work I cannot do.’’ 

But God replied, ««I made man’s mouth, 
And I will go with you.” 

And Moses went; and, lo, with God, 
That task was nobly done, 

And Moses mighty was in words 
Ere his reward was won. 


**Oh, Lord, this task I ne’er can do, od 
For I am weak,” we say ; 

And from God’s call to growth and power 
Wei shrink and turn away. 

Yet not one task God sets for us, 
But we.that task can do,— 

For, ‘‘As I was with Moses, so 
I will be with thee, too.’’ 


4 

Shining Christians 

Christ is not only the light of the 
world, but he actually says to ‘those who 
believe on him, “Ye are the light of the 
world” (Matt. 5:14). He is the only 
true life and the only true light, and of 
him it is said that “the life was the light 
of men” (John 1:4). Christ the light 
indwells every believer, therefore believers 
who are fully yielded to him and really 
trust in him must become radiant. Dr. 
William H. Wrighton, who teaches philos- 
ophy in the University of Georgia and 
bears a true witness to the Lord, writes 
in a personal letter to the Editor, concern- 
ing the Lord’s return: “How glorious 
the redeemed will shine! -‘Who is she that 
looketh forth as the morning, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an 
army with banners?’ (Song of Sol. 6:4) 
‘Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun’ (Matt. 13:43). Who can tell how 


be added to or improved upon. 


bright those will be who shall be ‘like 
him,’ for they shall ‘see him as he is’? (1 
John 3:2.) Methinks the angels will 
veil their faces before such beauteous 
brightness, and all the universe will mar- 
vel that the children of men could be so 
transformed ‘when he shall come to be glori- 
fied in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe . .. in that day’ (2 Thess. 
1:10).” Are we, day by day, “rehearsing” 
for that great day, rejoicing in God’s assur- 
ance, “Ye are all the children of light, and 
the children of the day”? (1 Thess. 5: 5.) 


- 
Man's Substitutes 


Certain knowledge is final, never to 
Those 
who do not know God and who do not 
believe his Word will not, of course, admit 
this. There are no “absolutes” in their 
vocabulary or their ideals; all is relative, 
incomplete, shifting, and changing. But 
God has given us a Book, all God-breathed, 
which is all that we need for our teaching, 
or correction, our “instruction in right- 
eousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). Dr. J. P. Mc- 
Callie, Headmaster of the McCallie School 
at Chattanooga, in an address this winter 


before the Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools made some 
searching comments on “Character Educa- 
tion.” He quotes a book that he highly 
commends, “The Boy Today,” by Dr. Ab- 
bott, Headmaster of Lawrenceville School, 
and says: “Dr. Abbott’s book gives the 
most pessimistic picture of this generation 
I have yet seen, save one, and that is in 
George Seldes’ book, ‘Can These Things 
Be?’ We are in an age that has substituted’ 
relativity for reality, psychology for prayer, 
an inferiority complex for sin, social con- 
trol for family worship, auto-suggestion’ 
for conversion, reflex action for revelation, 
astronomical intimidation for the fear of 
God, and the spirit of power for the power 
of the Spirit.” Every teacher and parent 
who is in touch with modern education 
knows that these facts are undeniable, Man 
is substituting his own ideas for God’s 
revelations. He is building again a Tower 
of Babel “whose top may reach unto 
heaven,” and his ambition is still, like those 
foolish ones of long ago, “Let us make us 
a name” (Gen. 11:4). But, thank God, 
there is still a mighty army of teachers and 
parents who, like Dr. McCallie, are stand- 
ing true to the Word, the Gospel, and the 
only Saviour. 


Is the Fig Tree Budding? 


The ninth article in the series by the Editor on Bible Prophecy 


T WAS an open air Bible class on a 
| Sunday morning at Mount Hermon, in 

the Santa Cruz mountains, California, 
in the summer of 1934. Dr. Francis W. 
Russell was leading us in a rich study of 
“Christ in the Scriptures.” As we sat 
there, our attention held by the theme 
and its unfolding, I heard the roar of an 
airplane motor overhead. A moment later 
there came through the still air the long- 
drawn-out whistle of a train in the dis- 
tance. It flashed into my mind that here 
was a parable: the airplane, high in the 
heavens, was the Church of Christ whose 
dwelling place is in the heavenlies in Christ 
(Eph. 1:3); while the train, holding to 
its earthly course in its appointed way on 
the steel rails, was Israel, God’s chosen 
people appointed to earthly blessings 
granted to no other race. And our Bible 
lesson was telling us of the Christ of all 
the Scriptures, Head and Lord of the 
Church, Messiah and King of Israel. 

The return of this Lord and King is 
the great hope both of the Church and of 
Israel, The divinely ordained destiny of 


each awaits Christ’s coming. The glorious 
goal of neither one can be attained until 
Christ comes again—but this is a sure, 
unfailing hope, and the signs of its near 
fulfillment are multiplying before our eyes. 

The fig tree is a Scriptural symbol or 
type of the Jew. In his great Olivet dis- 
course answering his disciples’ question 
as to “what shall be the sign of thy com- 
ing, and of the end of the world [consum- 
mation of the age]?” (Matt. 24:3), the 
Lord said: “Now learn a parable of the 
fig tree; when his branch is yet tender, 
and putteth forth leaves, ye know that 
summer is nigh.” Is the fig tree beginning 
to put forth leaves? Is there any reason 
to believe that the fig tree is now bud- 
ding? 

Yes, there are profoundly impressive evi- 
dences of this, —indeed, overwhelmingly 
convincing signs. There has been a putting 
forth of leaves in our generation that has 
not occurred before in the nineteen cen- 
turies since our Lord spoke those words. 

In 1882 a Jewish physician living in 
Russia, Dr. Leo Pinsker, published in Ber- 








298 * 


lin a stirring “Appeal” to the Jews to 
stop their wanderings and find a national 
home of their own. But he was blind to 
Israel’s own Scriptures, for he said: “We 
must, above all, not dream of restoring 
ancient Judea. We must not attach our- 
selves to the place where our political 
life was once violently interrupted and 
destroyed. The goal of our present en- 
deavors must not be the ‘Holy Land’ but 
a land of our own. . . . Thither we shall 
take with us the most sacred possessions 
which we have saved from the shipwreck 
of our former fatherland, the God-idea and 
the Bible.” 

Just at that time, however, the first of 
the Edmond de Rothschild settlements in 
Palestine was established near Joppa, 
called Rishon-le-Zion, or “First in Zion.” 

The birth pangs of Zionism had begun, 
and a dozen years later an Austrian Jew- 
ish lawyer, Theodore Herzl, published his 
momentous article on “The Jews’ State.” 
As a result, in 1897 the first Zionist Con- 
gress was held at Basel, Switzerland, un- 
der Herzl’s leadership. The platform 
adopted began: “Zionism aims at estab- 
lishing for the Jewish people a publicly 
and legally assured home in Palestine.” 4 

Things moved slowly, but the movement 
did not die out. Herzl died in 1904, but 
other leaders went on with the work, and 
in 1909 the Jewish city Tel Aviv, near 
Jaffa (Joppa), was founded. Today Tel 
Aviv is a flourishing all-Jewish city of 
125,000 people, having the largest popula- 
tion of any city in Palestine, not even 
excepting Jerusalem. One of its modern, 
electric lighted streets along which busses 
and automobiles speed and which is lined 
with beautiful, buildings is Allenby Road, 
named for. the great British Field Marshal 
who took Jerusalem without the firing of 
shot. 

Five years after the founding of Tel Aviv 
the World. War began, and before it ended 
Palestine was freed by a Christian nation 
from the domination of the Turks, and the 
way was open for Zionism’s dreams to 
“be realized. 

A dramatic incident, now well known, 
played a central part in opening the land 
of Abraham again to his descendants (an 
authentic statement of these facts was pub- 
lished in Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times 
of July 18, 1936). The British leaders had, 
soon after the beginning of the World War, 
become alarmed over their inadequate 
supply of high explosives; acetone was 
demanded in enormous quantities, and could 
not be had. A loyal British Jew, Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann, Professor of Chemistry 
in the University of Manchester, discov- 
ered a way of producing acetone in large 
quantities, and he reported this to the 
British officials just when conditions seemed 
hopeless. He was asked by the Prime 
Minister, Lloyd George, to name his price 
for his discovery. Now it so “happened” 





1 The writer is indebted for some of the facts 
in this article to two valuable books: “God 
Speaks Again in Palestine,” by P. N. Sigler 
(reviewed in The Sunday School Times of 
September 5, 1936), Modmir Publishing Co., 1020 
Reibold Bldg,, Dayton, Ohio, $1.25; and “Re- 
building Palestine According to Prophecy,” by 
George T. B. Davis, which appeared as a series 
in The Sunday School Times in 1935 and is now 
publistied by Million’ Testaments Campaigns, 
3s05 Race Street, Philadelphia, 25 cents paper, 
go cents cloth postpaid. Both these books may 
be obtained from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 
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that Weizmann was the head of the Zion- 
ist Movement at that time, and he answered 
that he asked nothing for himself, but that 
a military- expedition should be sent to 
Palestine to expel the Turks, and the set- 
tlement of the country by the Jews should 
be encouraged and facilitated. The Brit- 
ish Government agreed, with what result 
the whole world knows. The fig tree was 
putting forth more leaves. 


The Bible does not limit itself to any’ 


one figure or parable in revealing truth 
and in predictive prophecy, which is God’s 
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infallible writing of history in advance. 
One of its most dramatic pictures of Is- 
rael’s future is the vision of the valley 
of dry bones given to Ezekiel. The prophet 
was carried by the Lord and set down 
“in the midst of the valley which was full 
of bones . .. and, lo, they were very dry.” 
He was asked whether these bones could 
live; his answer was safe and reverent: 
“O Lord God, thou knowest.” 

Here was a vivid picture of the condition 
of Israel through many centuries. Then 


(Continued on page 301) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 








“The Grace of God” — 
What Does It Mean? 


In a recent Sunday morning sermon our 
pastor undertook to answer this question: 
“When we read in the Bible, ‘the grace of 


God,’ what does. it mean?” His sermon 


did not answer~it to my satisfaction. I 
would be glad to know how you would an- 
swer it—A Connecticut reader. 


God has given us his own answer to 
this question. Grace is “the kindness and 
love of God our Saviour toward man 
not by works of righteousness which we 
have done” (Titus 3:4, 5). 

This Scripture is quoted in the Scofield 
Reference Bible in a very rich summary of 
the teaching of the whole Bible on grace, 
this summary being given as a note on 
John 1:16. The next verse tells us: “For 
the law was given by Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ.” The Sco- 
field note says, in part: grace “is, therefore, 
constantly set in contrast to law, under 
which God demands righteousness from 
man, as, under grace, he gives righteous- 
ness to man. Law is connected with Moses 
and works; grace with Christ and faith. 
Law blesses the good; grace saves the 
bad. Law demands that blessings be 
earned; grace is a free gift.” Scripture 
passages are cited for all these statements. 

One of the greatest values.of the Sco- 
field Reference Bible, which has opened the 
Scriptures to countless thousands and has 
made the. Bible almost a new book to many, 
is the fact that in such notes as this it 
brings together the teachings of the whole 
Bible on leading, vital subjects in its “Sum- 


mary” notes. There is an Index to these 


Summaries, listing such topics as Assur-” 


ance, Church, Death, Eternal Life, Faith, 
Gospel, Holy Spirit, Inspiration, Justifica- 
tion, Parables, Prayer, Repentance, Resur- 
rection, and many other such themes. One 
can turn to any of these Summaries, see 
for himself the teaching of the Bible as a 
whole on each given subject, and then come 
to his own conclusions. The Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible is thus an invaluable help to 
personal, individual study of the Word 
of God. 

The Editor replied in a personal letter 
to the Connecticut reader calling attention 
to the note mentioned, and the followirg 
interesting response came: 

Thanks for your letter and the comments 
on grace. 


When a young man in the Y. M. C. A. 
Bible class my dear friend, Clarence Willis, 


still living in his eighty-first year, used to 
tell us that “grace of God” meant the 
“unmerited favor of God.” He told us 
when we came across “grace of God” in 
the Bible to read it “unmerited favor of 

” This sunk in with me, and so I 
have had this idea of grace ever since. 
So it looks as if you, Dr. Scofield, and 
myself are in agreement on.-this. 


In the sermon I mentioned in my letter 
our pastor, in preaching about the grace 
of God, said nothing about salvation or the 
atonement. 


For a richly rewarding study of grace, 
there are few books that are as discerning 
and comprehensive as Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer’s volume entitled “Grace,” pub- 
lished in 1922 by The Sunday School Times 
Company, and now, since the TimeEs trans- 
ferred its general publications, by the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chicago 
(may be ordered from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia, $1.25). In his first chapter Dr. 
Chafer says: “The word favor is the 
nearest Biblical synonym for the word 
grace. In this connection it may be ob- 
served that the one thought which is almost 
exclusively expressed in the New Testa- 
ment by the word grace is, in the Old Tes- 
tament, almost exclusively expressed by 
the word favor. ~ Grace is favor, and favor 
is grace. ... Grace means pure unrecom- 
pensed kindness and favor.” 

Dr. Chafer gives the following seven 
fundamental facts about grace, ‘and ex- 
plains each of these: 


1. Grace is not withheld because of de- 
merit. 


2. Grace cannot be lessened because 
of demerit. 


3. Grace cannot incur debt. 
4. Grace is not exercised in the just 
payment of a debt. 


5. Grace is never the over-payment of 
a debt. 


6. Grace does not appear in the imme- 
diate divine dealings with the sins of the 
unsaved. 


7. Grace does not appear in the imme- 
diate divine dealings with the sins of the 
saved. 


Another precious word of God to those 
who receive his Son as their Saviour is 
this: : “For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: not-of works, lest any 
man should boast” (Eph. 2: 8, 9). 

















Lesson for May 9 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Poca a 














A Modern Psychologist’s Attack on fam 


Dr. John B. Watson's unwarranted and false conclusions 
from his own experiments 


By Dawa 


a 














HE so-called Behaviorist school of 
psychology, founded by Professor 
John B. Watson, formerly of Johns 
Hopkins University, has come into com- 
manding dominance in many higher educa- 
tional circles. The speculative thinking of 
Dr. Watson is frequently impressed upon 
students as though it were a revelation 
of final truth. It is not uncommon to hear 
professors dogmatize, “Watson has knocked 
free will, immortality, and the soul into 
a cocked hat.” I have not been able to 
ascertain just who originated this epigram; 
I have been told that Professor Watson 
first said it of himself! But, however that 
may be, the claim that: Watson has “dis- 
posed of” free will, the soul, and even God 
has been accepted at its face value by a 
surprising number of professors who are 
giving it currency among their students. 
So far as I know, none of Watson’s 
followers has yet added the family to the 
list of things which the professor has pre- 
sumably deposited in the limbo of oblivion. 
But few of them will hesitate to say con- 
fidently that he is now in the process of 
accomplishing this feat. Of course, family 
life is stilt somewhat of a tangible reality ; 
but Dr. Watson has pronounced his doom 
upon it, and its dying out is just a matter 
of time! 
A Poor Substitute for Home 


Watson is quite sure that the family is 
withering away —so sure, in fact, that he 
contributed to the thick volume entitled, 
“The New Generation,” an article with the 
title, “After the Family — What?” 

It is commonly supposed that Watson 
was led to doom home and family life as 
a result of his experiments, which gllegedly 
revealed that methers are “unfit” to rear 
their own children, that children are 
“warped” and made “anti-social” by grow- 
ing up in the home of their parents, and 
that it would improve the race-to rear all 
children in scientifically conducted. insti- 
tutions. In this article, Dr. Watson says: 
“And will the home be missed? I know 
that we can plan and equip an institution 
today that will be better run than any 
home I have ever been in, because the nurs- 
ery will be planned for the child. Its only 
business will be the care and happiness of 
the child. I would gamble my all, too, 
that after three months in our nursery no 
youngster will want to go home even for a 
week-end.” 

But despite this profession of belief in 
the superiority of “an institution’ as a 
place for rearing children, it is plain that 
Watson’s case against the home rests upon 
other grounds than the results of his ex- 
periments in the institutionalized rearing of 
children. Much of his case against the 


family rests upon his prejudice against re- - 


ligion, which leads him to the claim that 
religious training is pernicious to children. 
This seems strange in face of the fact that 
atheists are known to send their children 
to Sunday school because they know that 


religious training makes for good citizen- 
ship, even though they may feel it does not 
lead to truth, Yet Watson condemns the 
family on the ground that it is responsible 
for the religious training of children. 

“Tt seems tragic,” he writes, “to have to 
admit that the world is largely made up 
of shackled individuals, top-heavy because 
they are verbally moral, religious, and 
patriotic automatons determined utterly in 
their daily conduct by family training that 
could function only at the level of the 
emergence of civilization. As a conse- 
quence of the childlike way man is brought 
up, think of the millions of adults today 
who believe in the Bible and in the Biblical 
story of creation—in a heaven—in a life 
hereafter —in an immaculate conception — 
in the divine nature of Jesus—in the 
heavenly Triad, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost —in miracles — that prayer can be 





Dr. Watson’s first two names are 
John Broadus, and the name of his 
home up in Connecticut is “Whippoor- 
will Farm.” What has that to do 
with psychology? Very little, but 
there seems to be a certain irony in 
the fact that a man with a name 
like that, and one who gives his own 
home such a picturesque name, should 
be attacking an institution that is dear 
to the heart of the American people 
and that was ordained of God when he 
put man on this earth. Perhaps Dr. 
Watson’s name has no significance, 
but it is a fact that he was born in 
Greenville, S. C., in 1878, and it seems 
more than a co-incidence that he has 
the same name as the famous John A. 
Broadus, D.D. LL.D., one of the best 
known and most honored Bible 
teachers of the last generation, who 
wrote every week for a certain period 
in THe Sunpay ScHoot Times and 
was the author of such books as “The 
Preparation and Delivery of Sermons,” 
“Commentary on Matthew,” “A Har- 
mony of the Gospels,” and other 
works, and was President of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary at Louisville. 


And what memory-pictures “Whip- 
poorwill Farm” calls up! Perhaps 
you remember one like this: a white 
farmhouse with green shutters, the 
occasional dull thud of horses’ hoofs 
in ‘the stalls for the night, the rush- 
ing sound of a clear brook, father and 
mother resting on the door step, chil- 
dren playing near by, and the clear, 
insistent call of the whippoorwill in 
the pine woods in the cool of the eve- 
ning! And Dr. Watson says this is 
all on its way to the scrap heap! 

This is the second article in the 
series by Dr. Gilbert, which will con- 
tinue at intervals in the Tres. 











effective!” And the italics are his! “In- 
deed,” he continues, “so strongly bent is 
the family on perpetuating this childish 
ignorance in the race that one must almost 
take one’s life in one’s hands even to bring 
it to public attention. There is not a large 
magazine in the United States that would 
dare to print a frank thesis against the 
prevailing religious bondage even if that 
thesis were the mature, sincere reflections 
of a well-known scientist and writer.” 

Dr. Watson is in “revolt” against the 
fact that children in millions of Christian 
homes are brought up to believe in the 
Bible, in Heaven, in a life hereafter, in the 
divine nature of Jesus, in the efficacy of 
prayer! And it seems clear that, not out 
of his scientific experimerits, but out of 
his rancor against religion, he dooms the 
family — because it “perpetuates” this “re- 
ligious bondage.” 

Dr. Watson is anything but scientific in 
his explanation of the origin of the Church; 
he classes it with other organizations which 
“are founded upon economic factors. The 
most conspicuous and one of the oldest 
examples of this is the church (including 
under the church all the functions of the 
medicine man, who instructs in tribal cus- 
toms, and the like). The church offers 
an opportunity for economic independence 
of a few without manual labor. Other 
examples are military organizations, labor 
unions, and _ capitalistic organizations. 
Basically all are devices for the few to ‘get 
goods or a living with the least possible 
expenditure of fatiguing manual labor.” 


Modern Paganism 


In “explaining” the “rise” of the ‘ \asiest- 
craft,” he says: “They [the tribal medi- 
cine men] found, very quickly, that they 
could strengthen their hand by creating a 
myth. or fiction among simple illiterate 
people. that there was an unseen god sup- 
‘porting their temporal power. This -was 
very easy to do. . . . This unseen one 
was more powerful than the leader him- 
self. Thus Moses and Isaiah, the prophets, 
had to have a God behind them. .. . With 
the advent of the Christian era, there came 
a little different turn: the deity was mate- 
rialized. But even so the Biblical chron- 
iclers had to bolster the power of Jesus 
by proclaiming him to be the son of an 
unseen God.” 

Watson is, of course, just parroting the 
crude speculations of antichristians who 
antedated Voltaire and Thomas Paine. And 
he does all this to strengthen, or rather 
create, his case against the family — which 
his apologists would tell us emerged wholly 
as a “conclusion” of his experiments! In 
formulating his doom upon the family, 
however, he goes far out of the field of 
psychology and of any kind of science, and 
gives expression to the very kind of wish- 
ful, speculative, and childish thinking of 
which he accuses all who do not agree 
with him. According to him, religion 
utterly unfits one for mature and clear 
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thinking: “Once the child and parents 
get steeped in religion all of their think- 
ing life becomes bent, enfeebled, and in- 
hibited.” 

Dr. Watson’s criticism of the Soviet 
régime is interesting; he does not think 
it has gone far enough in destroying re- 
spect for authority. He says: “The Soviet 
régime in Russia when it began... ad 
the best chance to give the individual an 
opportunity, sweeping away as it did almost 
overnight the dank vapors of religion and 
statecraft that were asphyxiating the popu- 
lation. But the Soviet government in turn 
began immediately to proselyte the indi- 
vidual to a new religion! Heaven is a 
laboring-family nation with the military 
standing in place both of a temporal and 
a heavenly father. It does the rewarding 
and the spanking: the Russian experiment 
is thus a childish experiment. They have 
started the same old vicious cycle of catch- 
ing the child early and giving him Soviet 
training so that ‘when he is old he will 
not depart from it. They are doing this 
instead of creating an individual who can 
get along anywhere, who needs no coun- 
try; no party, no God, no family, and who 
because of his- perfect training needs no 
law.” 

Watson’s objection to the Soviet system, 
then, seems to be that it makes communists 
out of young people instead of anarchists, 
His goal is the creation of individuals who 
will. need, and have, no country, no God, 
no family, and no law. 

As might be expected, Dr. Watson at- 
tacks the family because it strengthens 
and upholds, besides “religious bondage,” 
Christian moral standards and ideals which 
he calls “sex superstition and customs.” 
He rejoices that “family influence and re- 
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straint are at a low ebb. ‘Virtue,’ and 
‘purity’ in the old sense, rarely exist and 
are not even considered desirable, This 
oncoming generation has thrown off the 
shackles of sex,” he exults. “They are 
experimenting in this field on a scale which 
would terrify the family and church if the 
supporters of these institutions would take 
their heads out of the sand long enough 
to view it. I doubt whether they would 
believe their own eyes.” 

Unfortunately and regrettably, there is 
some truth in the words just quoted. 
Thousands of university students could not 
be exposed every year to antichristian 
teachings without some of them beconiing 
infected with this counsel to unchristian 
living. Doubtless. Dr. Watson is well aware 
of his influence over college youth when 
he dogmatizes about how the “oncoming 
generation” is turning its back on Chris- 
tian standards and ideals. But, from his 
point of view, he is too sanguine when he 
holds that “there will be (there is coming 
to be now) a great sex freedom among 
adolescents. This is a return to the prac- 
tice of primitive tribes and is in line with 
the behavior of other primates.” 

Surely our Christian citizenry will not 
permit this to come.to pass! Surely Amer- 
ican parents will rise in righteous indigna- 
tion, in protection of their own children, 
and drive from their own tax-supported 
schools and colleges the professorial fol- 
lowers of Watson and other misleaders of 
youth, before young people are misled to 
that destiny promised by Dr. Watson, — 
“a return to the practice of primitive 
tribes,” the exercise of “sex freedom” to 
the point of promiscuity, “in line with the 
behavior of other primates,” 


San Drsco, CAuir. 











' The personal testimony of a professional dancer 


Dancing Feet and an Aching Heart 


By Jean W. Rhode 
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_JHEN I was a little girl, I attended 
W Sincay school. At the age of 
fourteen years, I attended special 
classes in the Catechism and the Bible, for 
confirmation. After confirmation, I joined 
the church and was a regular attendant. 
Just why this early teaching did not make 
and keep me a good Christian girl, may 
be explained by the fact that the teaching 
never reached my heart—I had acquired 
merely a head knowledge. God says, “With 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” 
Then a friend came into my life in a 
more intimate way. She belonged to a 
church of the same denomination—a 
church with a large group of fine, active 
young people. One of the activities of 
these young people was the dramatic club. 
I frequently went with my friend to this 
church, and when asked to join the club 
readily did so. I was soon busily engaged 
in studying and rehearsing my parts. These 
amateur plays were then presented in the 
church basement for the entertainment of 
the congregation. 
During the performance of one of these 
plays, a. particular impression was -made 
upon the audience by my acting, for which 


praise was given by the audience as well 
as by the pastor. I do not remember that 
the thought of going into the theatrical 
profession was seriously entertained be- 
fore this, but now the desire to plunge 
into it possessed me. It was not long 
until my opportunity came, through a news- 
paper advertisement. It read something 
like this: “Singers Wanted for a Light 
Opera Company at the Adelphi Theatre.” 
The Adelphi Theater was one of Phila- 
delphia’s best. This gave me confidence 
in the advertisement, and I promptly pre- 
sented myself at the designated time on 
the stage of the playhouse. There I found 
that about two hundred others were being 
received and tried out by the producers 
and promoters of this play. After some 
hesitation and perplexity of thought as to 





This testimony is to be published 
in pamphlet form, and may be ob- 
tained from The American-European 
Fellowship, 1213 N. Franklin Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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what chance I should have in all that 
crowd, I finally went forward to have my 
voice tried. 

Not having much of a singing voice, I 
felt that I had been unsuccessful in gain- 
ing an entrance into this field. I was sim- 
ply told what others had been, namely 
“We shall let you hear from us.” I soon 
learned, however, that we had been ob- 
served as to our appearance, deportment, 
and carriage, and that a singing voice was 
but a minor detail. 

Youth and appearance opened the doors 
of the profession to me, as’ a day or so 
after my try out notice was received to 
report for rehearsals. I was one of about 
twenty chosen out of more than two hun- 
dred for this play, and as I could not sing 
I was made a dancer. Being very fond 
of dancing, I made good. This was the 
beginning of my ten years’ career as a 
professional dancer. The footlights made 
their appeal and held me, and the work 
fascinated me. There is something about 
it that allures youth. 

Though the work appealed and the foot- 
lights dazzled, the life made a different 
impression upon me.. I did not approve of 
some things I saw and heard, upon first 
entering this field. A few “old timers,” 
girls who had been in it for some years 
and who had become hardened by their 
experiences, were engaged for this play, 
also. Some of their actions: were disgust- 
ing, and their language was anything but 
elevating, especially after they had been 
out to some roadhouse or tea-dance, where 


‘anything but tea was served, or perhaps 


to a dinner with one of the numerous stage- 
door “Johnnies.” They would come into 
the dressing rooms with their blasé man- 
ners and sophisticated airs, intoxicated, and 
make sport of the “greenhorns.” When I 
first looked upon this life and heard the 
things that the world and sin bring about, 
I thought in my heart: “I certainly hope 
that I shall never be like that. I shall 
keep myself aloof —I do not have to min- 
gle with that kind.” 

The choice of companionship was made 
carefully, but the night clubs, cafés, road- 
houses, and hotels attracted and were fre- 
quented more and more. Thus another 
step in the wrong direction was taken, for 
it takes but the first, and the rest, follow 
naturally. Another one on the downward 
path was a cocktail. Such innocent look- 
ing drinks! Such pretty colors — pink, 
yellow, green, and rose—and served in 
such dainty little glasses! These liqueurs 
became but an appetizer before a bite to 
eat, after awhile, The appetite thus cre- 
ated produced a desire for stronger drink. 
Beer, wine, and high-balls now became 
a regular habit, and, before I finished my 
theatrical career, whiskey straight was in- 
dulged in. The cigarette habit had a strong 
hold on me, too. 

After being in theatricals for several 
years, my life was quite as vulgar and 
sophisticated as the lives of those whom I 
had at first shunned. My conversation 
differed little from theirs, and I was no 
longer a “greenhorn,” but a. full-fledged 
chorus girl and dancer. For some years 
I was fortunate in securing first-class 
plays, and came back to Philadelphia with 
such productions as “The George M. Co- 
han Revue” at the Forrest Theatre, “See 
You- Later” at the Lyric Theatre, “Oh, 
Lady, Lady” at the Lyric and at the 
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Chestnut Street Opera House, and with 
many others. An acquaintance with Broad- 
way and New York was made through such 
plays as “Oh, What a Little Whopper,” 
which played at the Casino Theatre at 
Thirty-ninth and Broadway for about eight 
months, and others. But the time came 
when, because of plays which did not suc- 
ceed after months of rehearsals without 
salary, I was compelled to take engage- 
ments which were not considered first-class 
plays. While going with one of these 
troupes through the South, I was particu- 
larly unhappy with myself and my lot in 
general, I had sunk so low by that time 
that my unhappiness was drowned in drink. 
During this engagement, for a period of 
five weeks or so, I was hardly sober. This 
occurred toward the end of my profes- 


sional career. “The heart is . . . desper- 
ately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). 
Many times I thought: “Where will 


this lead me? Where will this end?” 
God in his mercy saw my trouble and put 
the desire for a better life in my heart; 
but how to extricate myself from such a 
snare, I knew not. How subtle it all is! 
What a cunning foe Satan is to man! He 
is the one who sees to it that we are 
allured farther and farther down, by his 
hold upon us through the old, sinful nature. 
A little step in the wrong direction and 
ere long our fall is complete! “Ye must 
be born from above” (John 3:7, R. V., 
marg.). 

It was at this time that I again spent 
several weeks of vacation at my home in 
Philadelphia, where I found my sister, who 
had been following in my footsteps with 
a view of becoming an actress, quite 
changed. “A new heart also will I give 
you” (Ezek. 36:26). She had attended 
a Victorious Life Conference, and there 
was found of her Saviour and born from 
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above. Her testimony, together with that 
of her friends, deeply impressed me. 

The Holy Spirit convicted me of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment. He convinced 
me that my desire for a better and hap- 
pier life could be satisfied only in Jesus. 
I went to my knees in penitence and cried 
out to God to show me how to be saved. 
God always hears the cry of the penitent 
heart and “he led me forth by the right 
way.” Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 

I was then invited to an evangelistic 
meeting, and, for the first time, the mes- 
sage of the living Christ reached my heart! 
When the invitation was given, I was 
ready and anxious to accept him as my 
personal Saviour. At last I found the peace 
and joy for which I had been seeking. 

Again a friend was sent into my life. 
She invited me to a Bible class where I 
could learn more about my Saviour. [ 
was so addicted to smoking, however, that 
I could hardly wait until the class was dis- 
missed to get my cigarette. I knew this 
habit was inconsistent, so I cried unto 
the Lord to deliver me. He gave victory. 
“Old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

During my second year at Bible school, 
I had the privilege of attending a Victori- 
ous Life Conference at Keswick, N. J. 
There, because I longed to serve my Lord, 
my heart was touched by the appalling need 
in Poland. After much prayer concerning 
the matter, I found that it was God’s call 
of service for me. The work there has 
been conducted in co-operation with the 
American-European Fellowship for some 
years now, and has been blessed of God. 
The story of it may be secured from the 
American-European Fellowship, 1213 N. 
Franklin Street, Philadelphia. 














Is the Fig Tree Budding? 


The ninth article in the series by the Editor on Bible Prophecy 
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— “there was a noise, and behold a shak- 
ing, and the bones came together, bone 
to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the 
sinews and the flesh came up upon them, 
and the skin covered them above: but there 
was no breath in them.” At God’s word 
to the four winds, “the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood up upon 
their feet, an exceeding great army.” 
God interpreted the vision to his prophet. 
Israel was saying then, and has said count- 
less times since then: “Our bones are dried, 
and our hope is lost.” But God is never 
hopeless; and “Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, O my people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out of 
your graves, and bring you into the land of 


Israel. And ye shall know that I am the. 


Lord, when I have opened your graves, 
O «ny people, and brought you up out of 
your graves.” 

Are we not seeing the beginning of the 
fulfillment of this prophecy today? Israel 
is returning to the land in unbelief, but 
this very fact is a fulfillment of prophecy, 
as will be shown in “Notes on Open Letters” 





in next week’s issue. In God’s own time, in 
connection with the return of Israel’s Mes- 
siah, both those who are in the land and 
others who are still dispersed will be turned 
to the Lord; for God continues his prophecy 
to Ezekiel: “and shall put my spirit in 
you, and ye shall live, and I shall place 
you in your own land: then shall ye know 
that I the Lord have spoken it, and per- 
formed it, saith the Lord.” 

Together with the coming of the flesh 
upon the dry bones, and the budding of the 
fig tree, the prophecy and sign of anti- 
Semitism, or Jew-hatred, is being fulfilled in 
tragic intensity. It is a plainly predicted 
and necessary judgment of Israel’s right- 
eous 

Even before Moses died he said to his 
people: “I know that after my death ye 
will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn 
aside from the way which I have com- 


smanded you; and evil will befall you in 


the latter days; because ye will do evil 
in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him ‘to 
anger through the work of ‘your hands” 
(Deut. 31:29). For a while Israel was 
faithful to God. “Israel served the Lord 


‘translated 





oor 


all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders that overlived Joshua, and 
which had known all the works ‘of the 
Lord, that he had done for Israel” (Josh. 
24:31). But then, after the second gen- 
eration beyond Moses, the apostasy began 
as “the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and served Baalim: and 
they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, 
which brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, and followed other gods, of the 
gods of the people that were round about 
them” (Judges 2:11, 12}. Israel’s apos- 
tasy reached its dreadful climax in her re- 
jection of her plainly predicted Messiah, 
the Son of God and Saviour of the world, 
and the nation’s tragic sorrows and judg- 
ments will not be ended until she fulfills 
the prophecy: “They shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
only son” (Zech, 12: 10). 

In the meantime, and with increasing in- 
tensity today, anti-Semitism is part of 
God’s judgment upon Israel— but woe to 
the nation and the individual who is a 
Jew-hater! Moses predicted the. hatred 
and contempt that other nations would have 
for Israel, as did Jeremiah and other 
prophets. “And thou shalt become an as- 
tonishment, .a proverb, and a_ byword, 
among all nations whither the Lord shall: 
lead thee” (Deut. 28:37). God spoke 
directly to Solomon, in warning of what 
would follow if he and his people turned 
away from the Lord: “Then will I cut off. 
Israel out of the land which I have given 
them . . . and Israel shall be a proverb 
and a byword among all people” (1 Kings 
9:7). Again: “And I will deliver them 
to be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and 
a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places 
whither I shall drive them .. . and make 
them an astonishment, and an hissing, and 
perpetual desolations” (Jer. 24:9; 25:9). 

Have you ever heard a Jew called a 
“sheeny”? Did you realize that, whenever 
you hear this expression of contempt, it 
is a startling and literal fulfillment of the 
prophecy in Jeremiah 24:9? For the word 
“a taunt” is the Hebrew 
sheninah, and there is reason to believe 
that the vulgar slang “sheeny” is a cor- 
ruption of the Hebrew for “taunt” as ap- 
plied to the Jew. Every time a joke is 
made against the Jew in humorous papers, 
or in conversation, or in our theaters, 
prophecy is being fulfilled as the Jew is 
made “a reproach and a proverb, a taunt 
and a curse, in all places.” 

But anti-Semitism is a deadly boom- 
erang, for God has willed it so. After 
describing the curses which must fall upon 
Israel for her apostasy from God, we have 
this sure word of prophecy: “And the 
Lord thy God will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it; and he will do thee good, and 
multiply thee above thy fathers. And the 
Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, 
and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul, that thou mayest live. And the 
Lord thy God will put all these curses upon 
thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, 
which persecuted thee’ (Deut.’30: 5-7). 

When the Israelites left Egypt they num-- 


‘bered some 600,000 men, besides ‘women 
‘and children (Exod. 12:37). 


Today, in 


spite of the many attempts to destroy them 
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by war and persecution, it is believed that 
they number some sixteen or seventeen mil- 
- lions, and they are said to be increasing 
more rapidly than any other people. God’s 
promise to Abraham, as to the vast num- 
bers of his descendants, is being kept. But 
anti-Semitism increases. An Associated 
Press dispatch in February of this year 
stated: ‘The greatest exodus in all their 
history threatens the Jewish people today. 
A full third of their number — 5,000,000 
or more— would have to move to new 
lands if the nations of Eastern Europe 
carry out the anti-Semitic programs they 
have started. Some of Poland’s politicians 
have demanded the evacuation of the whole 
of that country’s 3,000,000 Jews, one-tenth 
of the entire Polish population. . . . The 
Nazi drive against the Jews continues in 
Germany. Jewish sources assert that 
Roumanria, Lithuania, Austria, Hungary, 
Iraq, and Syria are bringing more and 
more pressure to bear, and the Jews have 
nowhere to go. In the nations to which 
they might flee, the gates of immigration 
are virtually closed. Palestine, Israel’s 
ancient home, remains their great hope, but 
there, too, the bars are slowly locking.” 

A shocking instance of the bitterness of 
the hatred of the Jew in Germany is this 
statement quoted from a secular news- 
paper: “Julius Striecher has set out on 
a new, anti-Semitic crusade. Answering 
a question from his audience of 15,000 at 
Karlsruhe, he said: ‘The only decent Jew 
I ever knew was so decent that he com- 
mitted suicide (Judas). I would not mind 
if all Jews were so decent.’” 

The slow locking of the bars of Pales- 
tine against the Jews, noted in the news- 
paper dispatch quoted, refers to the in- 
tense oposition of the Arabs in Palestine 
to Jewish immigration, and the recent sur- 
prising concession to this by the British 
Government. The Colonial Secretary, Wil- 
liam Ormsby-Gore, stated this winter that 
Jewish immigration to Palestine would be 
limited for six months to 1,800 persons. 
The immigration has been as high as 8,000 
in a single month, and this reduction is a 
drastic change. 


But God’s Word stands, and “the scrip- 


ture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). A 
mighty return of the Jews to Palestine has 
begun, and startlingly impressive fulfill- 
ments of propkecy have taken place there 
before our eyes. The Hebrew language is 
being spoken there again after the silence 
of centuries. This touching incident has 
been published before in these columns: 
“One of the Jewish farmers, a man over 
thirty years of age, had tears running down 
his cheeks as he registered. I asked him, 
‘What is it?’ He said, ‘It is so wonderful, 
after all these years of hard work, I can 
hardly believe it. To be registered as a 
citizen of this my own land, by a Jewish 
clerk in the Government office that respects 
my religion, in my own Hebrew language 
to fill out the Hebrew blank, to discuss 
it in Hebrew, to be sworn in on the He- 
brew Bible!’ ” 

After the World War, in the early years 
of the British Mandate for Palestine, a vis- 
itor in that land wrote: “A young Jew- 
ish lecturer in bio-chemistry took me 
around the little Jewish University set 
right on top of Mount Zion. He had sacri- 
ficed a good post at Berlin University to 
dig foundations for the Jewish colonies and 
carry mortar, and later to lecture to about 
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fifteen students and do research work in 
cotton growing. We came out to the ter- 
race behind the University and stood where 
Lord Balfour stood (they worship Lord 
Balfour .with an affection which would, I 
believe, go through blood for him). The 
sun was setting and throwing back a glow 
of red light on the wild hills which went 
tumbling to the Jordan and to the moun- 
tains climbing beyond. It was as though 
all was lit in a blaze of memory. ‘Look,’ 
he said, ‘that little break in the hills right 
opposite!’ There it was, and at the dis- 
tance at which we stood it looked about 
three inches broad. ‘That was where we 
first came in under Moses!’ His face was 
transfigured, and his eyes lit with that 
fierce flame of love which all the winds of 
the ages have never been able to blow 
out.” 

As David Lloyd George said in a recent 
magazine article, “The Red Sea has always 
opened its waters at the critical hour for 
this persecuced people.” 


An Invitation to Sunday School 
and Its Results 


By a Reader of the Times 
A tre story, with fictitious names 


RS. MYERS, one of the faithful 
M teachers in the Kindergarten De- 

partment of the Irving Street 
Church, noticed that a new family had 
moved in next door to her home. She 
noticed also that there were two little girls 
in the family who apparently did not at- 
tend Sunday school anywhere. 

In a very short time she asked Mrs. 
Powell, the mother of fhe children, if she 
would be willing to let her girls go with 
her to Sunday school. Mrs. Powell was 
perfectly willing, and the following Sunday, 
the little girls accompanied Mrs. Myers. 
They liked Sunday school so well that they 
soon became regular attendants. As time 
went on, they not only attended Sunday 
school, but went to the church services as 
well, 

The church was one that was very evan- 
gelistic, and while the girls were still quite 
young they became earnest Christians. 

During the years several boys were born 
into the Powell home, and as soon as they 
were old enough their sisters took them 
with them to Sunday school. 

In a few years, due largely to her daugh- 
ters’ influence and prayers, Mrs. Powell 
gave her heart to the Lord. 

One girl felt that the Lord was calling 
her into definite Christian service, and 
she entered a Bible institute for Christian 
training. After she was graduated she 
married a young man she had become 
acquainted with while at the institute, and 
today she is the wife of a successful pastor. 
The other girl married a man in her own 
home church, and both she and her hus- 
band are faithful Christian workers The 
boys are all married and have Christian 
homes. 


Although Mrs. Myers went to be with 
the Lord quite a number of years ago, 
the work she started when she invited two 
little girls to go to Sunday school is still 
going on. Who can tell what will be the 
results of an invitation to attend Sunday 
school ? 


April 24, 1937, 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















Concerning Safety Valves 


pa irate af like two decades ago 
when the editors of several popular 
fiction magazines became suddenly con- 
vinced that smut has a commercial value, 
many of us were dismayed to find that 
some of our favorite authors possessed a 
dual personality; they could be whole- 
somely entertaining and inspiring in one 
magazine and disgustingly sensual in an- 
other. It would seem that any reader 
familiar with the standards of THe Sun- 
pay Scnoot Times should understand that 


its editors could have no dealings with ° 


contributors of such chameleon propensities. 
Yet from a note in the issue of October 31, 
1936, it appears that one reader has con- 
fused the writer of this column with quite 
another lady of the soil: whose convictions 
are by no means those of the great Trmes 
Family. About the same time another 
reader expressed to a common. friend sur- 
prise that Skylight Farm is a real spot on 
the earth’s crust; he “supposed that was 
all made up.” dai, 

Grand old Samuel Rutherford used to 
deprecate what he called “tongue grace, 
paper grace.” Anyone who has ever writ- 
ten with the simple, sincere desire to en- 
courage fellow pilgrims bound for the 
Celestial City knows that to be worth the 
paper and ink such matter must come warm 
from one’s own inner experience, sometimes 
at painful cost to natural reticence. All 
this being true, this particular farm mother 
cannot forego an emphatic protest against 
the all too common fallacy that profanity, 
whether in the Midwest or elsewhere, to- 
gether with its milder kindred, is ever a 
safety valve, a good way to get things out 
of one’s system. On the contrary, it is a 
strangely subtle way of introducing into 
one’s system a habit-forming drug that 
enslaves its victim, often with fetters be- 
yond the power of anything less than the 
grace of God to break. Young people 
are very apt to feel that our Lord’s “Yea, 
yea; Nay, nay” of Matthew 5:37 are for 
this extravagant age inadequate and color- 
less. Later, when good taste makes its 
appeal, they find themselves prey to a habit 
which, if not profane enough to seem sin- 
ful, ic yet foolish and cheapening. 

A brilliant platform lecturer of the type 
we enjoyed a generation ago used to speak 
on “The Python Egg and The American 
Boy.” He was wont to say that the python 
is harmless except at those periodic inter- 
vais when roused by hunger. Of the every- 
day life of the python I am entirely igno- 
rant, but like most people who have reached 
maturity I have learned to my sorrow how 
tyrannical a hungry habit can become. 

It is so easy, under the strain of mod- 
ern living, to yield to what seems at the 
moment an ‘excusable explosion. Set thou 


, a watch, O Lord, before my mouth. For- 


give past inconsistencies. As for me and 
my house, keep us old-fashioned after the 
lovely fashion of our Lord. Keep thou our 
lips forever from evil-speaking, however 
diluted, from cigarettes and—yes, even 
from lipstick! 
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LESSON 6. MAY 9. ABRAHAM A MAN OF PRAMER?? “°°” 


§ ‘ 7 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis, Chapter 18, printed text, Genesis @gQZMBATIONAL | !BRA 4h 
Golden Text.—The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.+-Jas. MmdBBTON, MAS* 


a 


i 








—===— 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Genesis 18 : 17-32 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 18:17 And tiie Lorp said, Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing which I do; 

18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 

19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lorp, to 
do justice and judgment; that the Lorp may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath spoken of him. 

20 And the Lorp said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah is great, and because their sin is very grievous, 

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I 
will know. 

22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward 
Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the Lorp. 

23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy 
the righteous with the wicked? 

24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt 
thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous 
that are therein? 

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked; and that the righteous should be as 
the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right? 

26 And the Lorp said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within 
the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 

27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: | 

28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt 
thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find 
there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 

29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure 
there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for 
forty’s sake. 

30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And 
he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 

31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak 
unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. 
And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s sake. ? 

32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Gen. 18:17 And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham that 
which I do; 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great 
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed 
in him? 19 For I have known him, to the end that he may com- 
mand his children and his household after him, that they may keep 
the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice; to the end 
that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken 
of him. 20 And Jehovah said, * Because the cry of Sodom and Go- 
morrah is great and ‘because their sin is very grievous; 21 I will 
go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according 
to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 

22 And the men turned from thence, and went toward Sodom: 
but Abraham stood yet before Jehovah. 23 And Abraham drew 
near, and said, Wilt thou consume the righteous with the wicked? 
24 Peradventure there are fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou 
consume and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are 
therein? 25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to 
slay the righteous with the wicked, that so the righteous should be 
as the wicked; that be far from thee: shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right? 26 And Jehovah said, If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their 
sake. 27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, who am but dust and ashes: 
28 peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt 
thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, I will not 
destroy it, if I find there forty and five. 29 And he spake unto 
him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found 
there. And he said, I will not do it for the forty’s sake. 30 And 
he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: perad- 
venture there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not 
do it, if I find thirty there. 31 And he said, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: peradventure there shall 
be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for the 
twenty’s sake. 32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and 
I will speak yet but this once: peradventure ten shall be found there. 
And he said, I will not destroy it for the ten’s sake. ; 

Or, Verily. 
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yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he 


said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake. 


The Lesson as a Whole. 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


N CHOOSING two lessons on Abra-. 


ham, the Lesson Committee planned 

wisely in centering on the two great 
secrets of Abraham’s life of power — faith 
and prayer. Usually we speak of “prayer 
and faith.” But the man of prayer must 
be first a man of faith. The final climax 
of all God’s purposes, and of all proph- 
ecy, is that the living God will dwell with 
men (Rev. 21:3}. But God does not wait 
until the consummation before giving men 
the blessing of personal fellowship with 
him. Abraham did not live to see the ful- 
fillment of the great promises. Much of 
that blessing was reserved for us. But 
Abraham communed face to face with God. 
We are privileged to “listen in” as Abra- 
ham prays, and we find that the communion 
was not for selfish enjoyment but in be- 
half of others. 


The Historical Setting 


Abraham was ninety-nine years old when 
he interceded for Sodom. This was the 
year before Isaac was born, The date may 
be put at 1897 B. C. 


School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Verse by Verse 

Genesis 18: 17.—Shall I hide from Abra- 
ham that thing which I do. Abraham was 
God’s friend (John 15:15). See Heart 
of the Lesson. 


Verse 18.—All the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him. The message of 
the Gospel for all nations was emphasized 
from the very beginning of the call of 
Abraham and of the chosen people. 


Verse 19.—For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household 
after him. The thought is rather that the 
Lord has “known” him, in the sense of 
loving him and saving him, to the end that 
he should pass this witness on to his chil- 
dren (see 1 Cor. 8:3; Gal. 4:8, 9). They 
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do jus- 
tice and judgment. Note here the relation 
between faith and works. Abraham is 
justified by faith, but the result will be 
that he and his children will walk in the 
way of the Lord. That the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken. 
God’s sovereign power will bring to pass 
his will, but he will bring it to pass through 
the obedience of men. 

Verse 20.—Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great. The guilt of the sin 
and its fearful consequences were crying 
out to God. Grievous sin brings terrible 


suffering upon the weak, especially upon 
the women and the children. 

Verse 21.—I will go down now, and see 
whether they have done altogether accord- 
ing to the cry of it, These expressions are 
an example of what is called “anthropo- 
morphism,” or God speaking in human 
terms. God, of course, knew all about So- 
dom; this is a revelation of his justice, 
speaking in terms that men can understand. 


Verse 22.—The men turned their faces 
from thence. The two angels who had 
appeared in the form of men, along with 
Jehovah God, the second person of the 
Trinity, who remained behind for the inter- 
view with Abraham. 


Verse 23.—Wilt thou also destroy the 
righteous with the wicked? Abraham is 
presenting one of earth’s problems, the suf- 
fering of the innocent, and the sharing of 
the righteous in the judgments that fall 
upon wickedness, 

Verse 25.—Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right? Abraham is not pre- 
sumptuous. God is encouraging him to 
plead with him. He wants intercessors 
of this sort. He is ever ready to reason 
together with men, and to show his jus- 
tice in his dealings with them (Ezek, 18: 
25-32; Isa. 1: 18). 


Verse 26.—If I find in Sodom fifty right- 
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eous within the city, then I will spare all 
the place for their sakes. The righteous 
are ever the salt of the earth. It is the 
remnant that preserves the whole. Had 
there been fifty righteous, the evil results 
of the sin might have been stayed. 


Verse 32.—Oh let not the Lord be an- 
gry, and I will speak yet but this once: 
Peradventure ten shall be found there. Six 
times did Abraham earnestly plead, reduc- 
ing the number, encouraged by the Lord 
himself, who delights in his earnest yearn- 
ing for Sodom, and his concern for Lot. 
Why did Abraham stop at ten? Some 
judge that God would have met him had 
he asked him concerning five. But sup- 
pose he had asked for five? -Would the 
place have been spared? Probably Abra- 
ham thought that there were at least ten. 
Apart from this, he evidently did not have 
liberty in the Spirit to plead further (cf. 
t John 5:16, 17). While Sodom could 
not be spared, God did spare all the right- 
eous. And only three escaped. How true 
is his justice; how abounding is his mercy! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Abraham was a man of prayer because 
he was the friend of God. Faith worketh 
through love; and therefore, faith worketh 
through prayer. The greatest revelation 
of friendship is in our Lord’s farewell 
message in John fourteen through sixteen. 
Our Lord said to his disciples: “I have 
called you friends; for all things that I 
have heard of my Father I have made 
known unto you” (John 15:15). He re- 
veals all that is in his heart, and gives all 
that is in his power to his friends. Such 
a friend was Abraham. God would not 
hide from him his purposes. And Abra- 
ham as God’s friend makes bold to inter- 
cede for the deliverance of men. It is 
remarkable that Christ’s message on friend- 
ship should center around the new priv- 
ilege of prayer that the disciples were to 
have. Because of the Father’s love for 
them, because of their love for the Lord 
Jesus, they were to ask whatever they de- 
sired. By the very nature of this relation- 
ship, intercession cannot be selfish. 

How much time, and thought, and life 
do we give to intercession? 


Lesson Outlines 
ABRAHAM, FRIEND oF Gop 

1. God accepting Abraham’s hospitality 
(Gen. 18: 1-8). 

2. God revealing to Abraham his pur- 
poses of redemption (vs. 9-15). 

3. God revealing to Abraham his pur- 
poses of judgment (vs. 16-21). 

4. God accepting Abraham’s intercession 
(vs. 22-33). ; 

PREVAILING PRAYER 

1. Conditions of prevailing prayer: faith, 
obedience, fellowship with God, persistence, 
and perseverance. 

2. Content of prevailing prayer: wor- 
ship, communion, intercession. 

3. Conquests of prevailing prayer: God 
hears and answers in the fullest and best 
way possible. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


God Appearing in Bodily Form—The 


appearance of Jehovah God to Abraham 
at the tent door is one of the. most remark- 
able of the Old Testarnent.'“theophanies,” 
God’s personal bodily appearances: to men. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
6. May 9.—Abraham a Man of Prayer. 
Genesis, Chapter 18 
7. May 16—The Forbearance of Isaac. 
Genesis 21:1 to 25: 18; 26: 1-33 
8 May 23.—The Weakness of Esau. 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26 : 34, 35; 27 : 1-46 
9. May 30.—The Remaking of Jacob. 
Genesis 28:1 to 33:20 
0. June 6—Joseph’s Readiness for Serv- 
NOG iiss cerned Genesis, Chapters 37, 39 to 41 
1. June 13.—The Brotherly Love of Judah. 
Genesis 42:1 to 45:15 
2. June 20.—Joseph’s Kindness to his Kin- 
Grek is ccccvecees --Genesis 45:16 to 50 :.26 
13. June 27.—Messages from Genesis. 
John 1:1-5;. Luke 17: 26-32; Gala- 
tians 3:6-8; Hebrews’ 11 : 1-22; 
2 Peter 2: 4-10 
Third Quarter 
1. July 4.—God Hears a People’s Cry. 
Exodus 1 : 1-22; 2: 23-25 


-_ 








Study the following passages for appear- 
ances in Genesis: 3:8; 16:7-14; 21:17, 
18; 22: 11, 15-18; 32: 24-30. 

God’s Judgments. The destruction of Sod- 
om and Gomorrah is one of the outstanding 
examples of God’s judgment, and was in- 
tended as God’s warning example to the un- 
godly (2 Pet. 2:6; Jude 7). The first 
great judgment was the flood. Then there 
was the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonians, and later by the Romans. All 
of these are foreshadowings of the final 
great judgment that will fall on the world 
because of its wickedness, and of eternal 
judgment (cf. Matt. 10:15; 11:23, 24). 
Judgment is delayed by the grace of God 
until all shall have had an opportunity to 
repent. In judgment God remembers mercy, 
and delivers the righteous. A 

Character of Lot. “Righteous” Lot is an 
outstanding example of one who was saved, 
yet so as by fire (2 Pet. 2: 7-9; 1 Cor. 3: 
10-15; 5:5; 11:32). © 

Prayer and God’s Sovereignty. The per- 
fect agreement between God’s sovereignty 
and man’s freedom is beautifully illustrated 
in the destruction of Sodom, in God’s deal- 
ing with Abraham, in Abraham’s interces- 
sion, in Lot’s deliverance. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” 
(Gen. 18:14.) Let us follow Abraham in 
believing that God is able to call the dead 
to life. All things are possible with God, 
and all things are possible to him who be- 
lieves. 

Are we friends of Christ? John 15: 14. 

Do we talk face to face with God? One 
of-the great features of prayer is fellow- 
ship with God. He speaks with us and we 
with him. We must know his mind. We 
must study his Word. We must have a 
passion for his things. 


What proportion of our prayer ts inter- 
cession? What proportion of our time do 
we give to prayer? Do we make interces- 
sion a real business? the chief business of 
life? How faithfully do we observe the 
Morning Watch, or the Quiet Time? 

How much do we pray for foreign mis- 
sions? Our Lord’s last -words .were his 
commission to take the Gospel; to‘ all the 
world. His own intercession is that the 
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nations might become his inheritance (Psa. 
2:8). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The sweeter the personal communion 
with God in prayer, the more effectual the 
intercession for others. 

The greatest need of foreign missions, 
many of the missionaries themselves be- 
lieve, is the multiplying of “intercessory 
missionaries,” 

One great difference between Abraham 
and Lot was that Abraham prayed for 
Sodom, while Lot lived in Sodom. 


If we would intercede effectively for 
Sodom, we must be separated from Sodom 
and its wickedness. 


If Abraham, with the incomplete revela- 
tion that he had, could hold such com- 
munion with God, and be such an interces- 
sor, what a rebuke to us,—and what an 
incentive ! 


Abraham drew nigh to God, and God 
drew nigh to him (Jas. 4:8). 


What a privilege Abraham had to enter- 
tain the Lord and his angels; our Lord 
says that when. we entertain the least of 
his brethren, we are entertaining him. 


God blesses us in spite of ourselves; 
Sarah laughed at the thought of having 
a son, yet God did not withdraw his gra- 
cious purpose. 


When Abraham saw the three men stand- 
ing near his tent he addressed only one of 
them as “my Lord’; he recognized the 
majesty of the Son of God. 


God heard the cry of Sodom, and he 
hears the cry of every oppressed one on 
earth today. 


It was after Abraham heard the glori- 
ous news that he was to have a son that 
he unselfishly pleaded with God for Sodom. 

Cotumsra, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


OW could Abraham become such a won- 
derful intercessor as to be an example 
to Christians today, when he had prac- 
tically none of the Bible, and few of the 


other spiritual privileges that Christians have 
today ? 


2. What made Abraham a righteous man, ° 


whose intercession with God was prevailing 


- intercession ? 


3. What proves that one of the “three. men” 
who came to Abraham was God himself? 

4. What two great revelations did the Lord 
give to Abraham when he appeared to him 
at his tent? How are the revelations re- 
lated ? 

5. What two remarkable things happened 
to Abraham just before he interceded for 
Sodom, things which prepared him for the 
intercession ? ° 


6. How is the destruction of Sodom and ~ 


Gomorrah related to the final judgment? 


7. What city did Christ say was worthy © 


of greater punishment than Sodom? - What 
greater sins did that city commit? 


8. In what one chapter of another book 


of the Bible do we find a similar question, 


and the answer to the question in the first 
part of Genesis 18: 14? ; 

9. What answer of Sarah’s to a question 
of the Lord is typical of our fallen human 
nature? : 

10. Where is God’s great promise to Abra- 
‘ham repeated in this lesson? 


Answers to the Questions 


“The answers to the'lesson questions are given 
on page 308 in this issue. : 
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Lesson for May 9 


From the Platform 
By Philip E.f{Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast taught us in thy Word the place that 
prayer ought to have in our lives. Thou hast 
encouraged us to intercede for others by prayer 
in their behalf, and we thank thee for thy will- 
ingness to hear thy servants when they bring 
their requests to thee in simple faith. Help us 
to see in this lesson of Abraham’s faith that 
his faith rested upon thee, and thy loving con- 
sideration. May we approach thee in the same 
spirit when we would intercede for others, 
and may we not doubt thy willingness to do 
great things in answer to the prayer of faith. 
How often what seems to us quite impossible 
is so easy for thee in answer to earnest and 
trusting prayer! May we be prayer helpers in 
behalf of others wherever we have the privilege 
and responsibility. We ask it in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Abraham is such a 
far-away figure in the world’s history that 
we hardly realize what he was in God’s 
sight. He was a man of faith, and that 
means more than we can possibly calculate. 
In the nineteenth verse of our lesson, the 
Word of God uses these remarkable words 
concerning this man: “For I know him, 
that he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
judgment ...” No one could possibly 
know Abraham as well as God knew him, 
and just because he knew him, and what he 
would do, he commends him in this won- 
derful way. I wonder if God could com- 
mend each one of us because of his knowl- 
edge of us?. He does know us through and 
through, but in the matter of faith alone, 
does God’s knowledge of us give him any 
assurance that we are going to follow him 
as we should, and teach others to follow 
in the same way? I fear that we are more 
like the unstable man described in the 
Epistle of James, — wavering, and unstable 
as the waves of the sea. Suppose we should 
today quietly commit ourselves to God for 
the steadiness, the inward faith, the out- 
ward actions that would be his will for us, 
how much difference would that make in 
our daily life? 

Let us bow our heads for a momegt in 
silent prayer, asking him to do for us in 
all of this, and then the pastor will lead 
us in prayer. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Crystal Gazer.”—I will go down 
now, and see (Gen. 18:21). This is only 
a manner of speaking. When we folks in 
America are looking “up,” the Chinese 
are looking “down,” and vice versa. God 
is everywhere just as is the radio broad- 
cast, which is heard in the airship above 
the clouds, in the mines under the earth, 
and to the farthest poles. 

_ If we are in a condition and position 
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God iis in such close and intimate touch 
with his creatures that he has the man, 
made in his image, down. fine, even to a 
hair! (Matt. 10: 30.) 

None of the doings in Sodom and Go- 
morrah were hid from his all-searching 
eye any more than were the carryings-on 
of Noah’s fellow citizens and the abomina- 
tions of Abraham’s old home town of Ur, 
with its human sacrifices. 

You have heard of the Crystal Gazer 
I reckon, the party who claims to look 
into a crystal ball and in it see your past, 
present, and future. I have one of these 
rock crystal balls. It is about one inch 
in diameter and with the “jade” elephant 
upon whose back it sets cost me one dollar 
in California. 

Mr. Pierre S. duPont in his home at 
Longwood, Pa., has two of these spheres 
about ten inches in diameter. I am told 
they cost $50,000 each, since they took 
years of labor to fashion. Now the Crys- 
tal Gazer can see no more past, present, 
and future in the $50,000 ball than in my 
one dollar ball, because he can see noth- 
ing but the beauty of the absolute purity 
of the lovely rock crystal. ; 

Now when God looks into this 506,880,- 
000 inches of earth ball that goes spinning 
through space around the sun he is a Gazer 
who sees the past, present, and future of 
every one of us. And what does he see? 
Something with which Satan has messed 
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and spoiled. And it was that he saw in 
the “Cities of the Plain” and decided to 
apply the fire remedy and wipe them out. 
And for: the rest of us, send his Son, to 
save. 


God’s Love.—I will not destroy it for 
ten’s sake (v. 32). You may remember 
the ship’s crew and the passengers were 
saved from the sea, unharmed because of 
Paul on board. Just one Christian, work- 
ing at his job, saved “276 souls” from 
drowning (Acts 27: 23, 24, 37). 

The late Mr. Arthur Brisbane, the tal- 
ented and famous New York editor, calls 
attention to the thousands of church spires 
you can see as you ride up and down this 
great country. As they pierce the horizon 
over almost every village their presence 
should set you thinking. 

I said, “Yes, Brother Brisbane, those 
spires are the spear heads of the army of 
Jehovah keeping watch over God’s coun- 
try.” Years ago Elisha, one day, asked 
the Lord to open “the eyes of the young 
man,” and he saw “the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots.” They were look- 
ing after God’s people. As long as those 
steeples stand and point upward, America 
is safe and secure (2 Kings 6:17). 

Sodom and Gomorrah were not the last 
cities to be wiped out for their wicked- 
ness. When folks go to Italy they visit 
the remains of two such cities. Pompeii 


THE REACH ACROSS ITHE WORKED 
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to “tune in” we can get in touch with 
God at any time, whether looking up with 
Uncle Sam or looking down with John 
Chinaman (John 11:42; Psa. 34:17). 
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and Herculaneum. If we can believe the 
remains of these cities, the Newport and 
the Palm Beach of their day, they were 
a first century edition of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, 

In the finest homes, they found upon the 
walls pictures that cannot be shown to any 
but students of history, and which, with ob- 
jects of art, have to be kept out of sight. 
The books describing these finds are locked 
and double locked in the great libraries. 

I heard the neighbors say of a loving and 
indulgent father, “That man Martin will 
stand for ’most anything off his boy Jim.” 
When Jim would go on a “spree” and get 
“paralyzed drunk” it was pathetic and piti- 
ful to see Dad Martin going the round of 
the saloons and speakeasies hunting him up. 

God’s love is always a father’s love, 
always and forever. “Not willing that any 
should perish.” God wants to do the best 
for his creatures, but man must do his part 
in trying to be at least half decent. 


Abraham Who Quit.—Abraham re- 
turned unto his place (v. 33). The ques- 
tion of the Bible-reading centuries has 
been, “Why did Abraham stop at ten?” 
You will note ten is in the metric system, 
and is the low unit of that system — but 
then the metric system had to wait many 
centuries before France devised it. You 
cipher it out. Ten seems to be quite a 
number in the Bible narrative. Ten com- 
mandments, ten virgins, the tithe, and so on, 

Suppose. Abraham had said, “Peradven- 
ture there be five? or three? or two? or 
one?” Yes, I think so, too. One Paul 
saved all on board. Abraham was the 
quitter. As long as Abraham asked, God 
gave. A famous example of the impor- 
tance of never “letting up” (my pencil 
poised over the paper for the proper verb, 
and I concluded, “The vernacular is the 
best’’). 

The race, whether by man or horse, is 
usually won on the home stretch. In the 
intimate history of most great successes, 
we find there is usually a moment of great 
discouragement, and the question comes up, 
“Shall we quit or fight on?” 

And the going on, in almost every case, 
was to discover that Success was just over 
the hill waiting to see if the man was 
fighter enough to make the top (Phil. 4: 
13; Matt. 25:23). 

Some years ago one of Chester County’s 
great manufacturing plants found itself 
“right up against it,” as they said. They 
had spent a great sum in enlarging their 
plant. They found out the new equipment 
called for more costly equipment, — just as 
a nice new suit, male or female, yells for 
a new hat. And the bank credit was about 
exhausted. 

In deciding what to do, the President 
said to his General Manager, “Well, Jawn, 
we've swallowed the dog, and I guess we 
can worry down the tail.” The “tail” was 
worried down, and the company came 
through with flying colors, and is one of 
the most prosperous in the nation, and a 
leader in its particular line. 

Since Abraham was human, as his ex- 
perience in Egypt seems to indicate, he 
might have. exclaimed when the smoke 
went up from the doomed cities, “Too bad, 
but I did my best.” But he did not do 
his best, because he had not prayed to the 
limit, and the limit would be one righteous. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this lezfct, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected. Kd the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total] for any one lesson. 

When Christ is Rejected.—For I know 
him, that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord (Gen. 18:19). 
And while we are taking the New Testa- 
ment — the foundation of all civilization — 
out of the public schools, these Chinese 
viceroys and officials are putting it in 
theirs. And at whose instance are we tak- 
ing it out? Because of the objections of 
the Roman Catholics and the Jew! —the 
one a people who have lost their power in 
every country they have ever dominated, 
until at present there is not a first-class 
power that recognizes Roman Catholicism 
as a state religion; and the other a peo- 
ple who have never had a country since 
they rejected Jesus Christ and the New 
Testament.—From “Some By-Products of 
Missions,” by I. T. Headland. Sent by 
W. F, Lindemann, Denver, Colo. 


Painting the Pump Will Not Do.—And 
the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great, and because their 
sin is very grievous (v. 20). “There is 
no political alchemy by which you can get 
golden conduct out of leaden motives,” or 
in the pithier phrase of Moody, “If you 
want good water, it is not enough to paint 
the pump, you must clean out the well.”— 
From “The New Era in the Philippines,” 
by A. J. Brown. Sent by W. F. Linde- 
mann, Denver, Colo. 


An Invalid’s Part in a Revival.—Abro- 
ham stood yet before the Lord (v. 22). 
When D. L. Moody’s church lay in ashes 
in 1872, he went to England to listen to 
others preach while his new church was 
being built. One Sunday morning he was 
invited to preach in a London pulpit. 
Everything was dead; all spiritual atmos- 
phere was lacking. But when he entered 
the pulpit at night he was conscious of 
an entirely different atmosphere. As he 
gave the invitation at the close of the serv- 
ice, about five hundred people rose to their 
feet. It was the beginning of a revival 
in that church which brought Mr. Moody 
back from Dublin a few days later that 
he might assist in the wonderful work of 
God. The sequel is this: There was in 
the congregation that morning a woman 
who had an invalid sister. On her return 
home she told her sister that a Mr. Moody 
from Chicago had preached. Her sister 
turned pale. “What,” she said, “Mr. 
Moody! I have been praying to God to 
send him to London.” She then gave strict 
orders to her sister that she was not to 
be disturbed, either for visitors or for food. 
She spent the whole afternoon and evening 
in prayer. And so, while Mr. Moody stood 
in the pulpit that had been like an ice- 
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chamber in the morning, the bed-ridden 
saint was holding him up before God; and 
God, who ever delights to answer’ prayer, 
poured out his Spirit in mighty power.— 
Abridged from “Purpose in Prayer,’ by 
Bounds. Sent by Mrs. Thomas Todd Ed- 
wards, Fleischmanns, N. Y. 


Keeping C ication Lines Open. 
—And Abraham drew near, and said (v. 
23). Before the railroad was built across 
Siberia, an Englishman traveled from 
Eastern Asia to St. Petersburg by sledge 
and post horse, and with him journeyed 
an official of the Russian telegraph serv- 
ice. All the long way they kept close 
to the telegraph wires, and the official was 
able to send messages over them and re- 
ceive replies. Therefore the vast wilder- 
ness ‘vas warm with human fellowship. 
This is exactly what prayer does for us as 
we travel through the wilderness of our 
morial life. Often we are in danger, but 
along the same wires we can call for help, 
and back over the wires the help will come. 
For the copper wires stretched across Si- 
beria are, after all, only a feeble and im- 
perfect symbol of prayer. Are you jour- 
neying close to the wires?—From: the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M..Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration, 





The Door of Heaven’s Treasure House. 
—Behold now, I have taken upon me to 
speak unto the Lord (v.-27). Dr. A. C. 
Dixon said when speaking upon the- theme 
of prayer: “When we rely upon organiza- 
tion we get what organization can do; 
when we rely upon education we get what 
education can do; when we rely upon elo- 
quence we get what eloquence can do; and 
so on. Nor do I undervalue any of these 
things in their proper place. But,” he 
added, “when we rely upon prayer we get 
what God can do.” Prayer is the door 
of Heaven’s treasure house, and faith the 
key that will unlock it. Prayer is not 
overcoming God’s reluctance; it is laying 
hold of his highest willingness—From 
“Cheering Words” Calendar. Sent by L. 
G. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Why the Tide Turned.—The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much (Golden Text). Dr. Wilbur Chap- 
man wrote to a friend: “I have. learned 
some great lessons concerning prayer. At 
one of our missions in England the audi- 
ences were exceedingly small. But I re- 
ceived a note saying that an American 
missionary . .. was going to pray God's 
blessing down upon eur work. He was 
known as Praying Hyde. Almost instantly 
the tide turned. The hall became packed, 
and at my first invitation fifty men accepted 
Christ as their Saviour. As we were leav- 
ing I said, ‘Mr. Hyde, I want you to pray 
for me.’ He came to my room, turned the 
key in the door, and dropped on his knees, 
and waited five minutes without a single 
syllable coming from his lips. I could hear 
my own heart thumping, and his beating. 
I felt the hot tears running down my face. 
I knew: I was with God. Then, with up- 
turned face, down which the tears were 
streaming, he said, ‘O God!’ Then for 
five minutes at. least he was still again; 
and then, when he knew that he was talk- 
itig with God, . . . there came up from the 
depths of his heart such petitions for men 
as I had never heard before. I rose from 
my knees to know what real prayer was. 
We believe that prayer is mighty and we 
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believe it as. we never did before.”—From 
the Camel’s’ Nose. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


The Size of Man Wanted.—The effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much (Golden Text). A Western 
rancher had asked the district superinten- 
dent that a pastor be assigned to his com- 
munity. “How big a man do you want?” 
the district superintendent asked. “Well, 
Elder,” the wiry man of tan replied, “we’re 
not overly particular, but when he’s on his 
knees we'd like to have him reach Heaven.” 
—From The Epworth Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Get a picture of a street of 
houses. Have also a map of your state. 
Give é@ach child a card with a tiny house 
pasted on it, and let them print the Mem- 
ory Verse (Jas. 5 : 16b). 


etna! today we study about Abraham, 
the friend of God. You remember 
that last Sunday, the Lord had told Abra- 
ham he and Sarah were to have a son. 
That was a wonderful secret. Then he 
told him a terrible secret —that Sodom 
and Gomorrah, two cities of the plain, were 
to be destroyed, because of their terrible 
sin. Abraham was very sorry, for his 
nephew, Lot, lived in Sodom with his fam- 
ily. So Abraham began to pray to the 
Lord about Sodom. 

He asked God if he would destroy the 
city if there were fifty good people there, 
and God said he would not. Abraham 
kept on praying for Sodom, and at last 
God said if there were ten righteous peo- 
ple there, he would spare the city. 

Then Abraham stopped asking. When 
the angels went to Sodom, they could get 
only Lot and his wife and their two daugh- 
ters to come out of the city. And the city 
was destroyed. . 

The title of our lesson today is “Abra- 
ham Praying for His Neighbors.” It 
makes me wonder who are our neighbors. 

We have a picture of a street of houses. 
If you lived in the house marked X, who 
would be your neighbors? In the house 
next door? What about the houses on 
the street back of you? Would these peo- 
ple be your neighbors? 

And then here is a map of the state. We 
live here in this town marked X. Who 
are our neighbors? What about the peo- 
ple in this town over here on the other 
side of the state? 

Abraham lived up in the hill country, 
and Lot lived down in the city. But Lot 
was his neighbor. And Abraham prayed 
for Lot. 

Do you pray for the next door 
neighbor? Or the family back on the next 
street? Do you ever think to pray for 
people in the next town? Or over in Af- 
rica or China? 

I know a girl who says she takes a jour- 
ney around the world every day, for she 
prays for missionaries in every country 
in the world. : 

We call a Christian who prays for others, 
an “intercessor.” Wouldn’t you like to be 
an intercessor? 


Mopesto, Catir. 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Club 


WO girls in an auto left their friend 
at her door. The friend said: “So 
long! I'll be praying for you.” 

“What does Ellen mean?” asked Mar- 
jorie of Lois. 

“T think she means it kindly, and. prob- 
ably refers to our trip to the hospital to 
see Mother, but she is not saved.” 

“You'd never think of her even saying 
such a thing, would you? She shows no 
slightest evidence of ever being aware of 
what took place at Calvary.” 

“That’s just what surprises me about 
her remark,” said Lois. “Of course I know 
that many a person who is busy smoking 
and dancing is really restless in her heart 
and is the very one who longs for the 
Saviour whom we so slight in our prayer 
life, but this really gets me to thinking. 
If you were in distress, who would you go 
to to ask them to pray for you?” 

-Suddenly both girls grew serious. Then 
Marjorie said: “Lois, do you know what 
I’m thinking? I’m thinking-that not many 
people would call upon me if they needed 
prayer for them.” 

The girls trailed through traffic for sev- 
eral blocks without more words. Then 
Marjorie spoke: 

“It has been only recently that I have 
been aware of the fact that an unsaved 
person has but one prayer to be heard of 
God: ‘O God, save me a sinner.’ Yet we 
who are in God’s family by the blood 
atonement, may ask of him anything that 
is according to the will of Christ, and be- 
cause the Son always pleased the Father 
by his perfection and goodness, the Father 
can hear, and loves to do exceedingly abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think. I 
am learning to love this privilege which 
is ours. I wish you and I prayed together 
for our school chums.” 

“So do I,” agreed Lois. “Did I tell 
you of the letter from my cousin who says 
that he is in a club-where they have a 
three-minute prayer time each day, and two 
or three or more of them meet secretly 
in a designated room in their school, and 
others in other schools all around the 
world, to pray for their chums and school- 
mates? I wish we did! I really believe 
that the Rapture is near at hand and we 
shall soon see the Lord face to face, and 
I wonder why we do not act as his inter- 
cessors for our school.” 

“We should be as much in earnest as 
Abraham was about the associates of his 
nephew. Think how few righteous people 
there are!” 

“Yes, I was reading this very morning 
in Romans 3:10, ‘There is none righteous, 
no, not one,’” 

“Exactly! There are plenty of religious 
folks, but none righteous except the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and isn’t it wonderful that 
we who trust in the blood of Christ are 
clothed with the righteousness of God’s 
own Son!” 

Genesis 18: 17-33; James 5:16; 1 John 
3: 21-24; 5:14; Hebrews 4:14-16; 7: 
23-28; John 17:9; Hebrews 13:5, 6; 
Colossians 3: 1-4; James 2: 23; 4:17. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Prayer. 
Discussion: Show what a calamity it 
would be if God always fulfilled the speci- 
fications of our selfish prayers. 


Objective: Appropriating the infinite gift. 


AY, fellows, just as a long lifetime 

on earth is too short a time in which 
to learn all that one might know in this 
life about the Lord Jesus Christ, just so 
it is too short a time to learn all about 
prayer and what may come into a believer’s 
experience through prayer. 

Orly in the past two years have I learned 
the biggest thing I ever knew about prayer, 
and it has revolutionized my prayer life, 
for it has given me a new understanding. 
Shall I pass it on to you? Listen: “Do 
not ask God for things; ask God for him- 
self.” Does that sound strange? Does it 
sweep away all that marvelous privilege 
of asking for “what things soever ye de- 
sire’? (Mark 11:24); does it seem con- 
trary to Jesus’ “Ask what ye will?” (Matt. 





‘Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories 
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7:7; 21:22; Luke 11:9; John 15:7.) 
It is not. 

The Lord graciously gives you and me 
the freest access to his presence any time, 
anywhere, to ask for anything we desire. 
But here is the secret of availing prayer: 
when we ask God for a thing, make the 
request somewhat in this way: “Lord, 
I am asking for this thing in my own 
poor wisdom, yet I realize I am ask- 
ing it of One who has infinite wis- 
dom and who loves me with an infinite 
love; therefore please answer according 
to thine own will for me, though it be 
something entirely different, and by that 
answer help me to know thee better and 
to love thee more.” That is asking the 
Lord for himself. He has no greater gift 
than himself, and with himself comes every- 
thing else worth while. He has already 
given himself — so the answer really means 
that the Lord will enable me to appropri- 
ate the Gift. 


Paul had an experience like this when 
he begged the Lord to remove “the thorn” 
from his flesh. God did not remove it; 
he had a far better answer. In his great 
love for Paul, he replied: “My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” And Paul came 
back from that prayer with this victorious 
statement: “Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 
12:7-10). The Lord had given him a 
far richer benison than he had asked for. 


Vicrorra, B. C. 
we 


| This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 304) 


1. Abraham had the privilege of talking 
face to face with God, who appeared in the 
form of a man. He had many direct reve- 
lations from God. These things were com- 
pensations in that day of dim_ revelation. 
However, Abraham saw Christ’s day, and was 
glad (John 8: 56). 


2. His faith and obedience. He had the 
righteousness from’ God by faith. He also 
had the obedience which indicated that his 
faith was real. 


3. Abraham addresses one of the three men 
as, “My Lord” (Gen. 18: 3). One of the 
three gave the promise that Sarah should 
have a son and this one is called Jehovah 
(18: 13, R. V.). Jehovah then remained be- 
hind to reveal to Abraham the coming events 
in Sodom and to receive Abraham’s interces- 
sion. The others left and they are called 
“the two angels” (19:1). 


4. A revelation of grace and of judgment. 
First was the promise of the birth of Isaac, 
and then the revelation that Sodom and Go- 
morrah were to be destroyed. In wrath, God 
remembers mercy. He was planning the Seed 
through whom the world was to be saved. 
Judgment must fall on sin to preserve the 
race, even before the day of final judgment. 


5. He had communion with God and the 
angels, and entertained them. Then he heard 
the glorious promise of the birth of Isaac. 
So in our case, we have fellowship with God 
and we have assurance of God’s grace in 
Christ. These are the preparations for inter- 
ceding for the redemption of men. 


6. All judgments in the past, such as the 
flood, the destruction of. Sodom, the déstruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, are foreshadowings of the 
finai great day of judgment, when God’s judg- 
ments upon the Christ-rejecting world will be 
universal. But all.these. are physical judg- 
ments, and judgments on earth, The men of 
Sodom and Gomorrah will stand before the 
judgment bar of God to be judged as to 
their eternal destiny (cf. Matt. 11: 23, 24). 

7. Capernaum (Matt. 11: 23, 24). Caper- 
naum evidently did not commit the: terrible 
sins of immorality of which Sodom was 
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guilty, but they rejected the message of Christ. 
Thus God will judge men according to the 
measure of light they have had. 

8. Jeremiah 32: 17, 27. 

o> When the Lord said to Abraham, 
“Wherefore did Sarah laugh?” (v. 13), she 
at once denied that she had (v. 15). We have 
a tendency to lie to excuse ourselves. 

10. Verse 18, 
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Prema’s Prize 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


6c M* FATHER, do please let me go 

to read books at the Foreign Jesus 
School at Ramabad. That kind Christian 
teacher who was here this morning has 
told my mother all about it, and I ache 
all over to go,” and Prema, a little Indian 
girl, looked anxiously at her father, a poor 
outcast Indian farmer. 

It was a.pity that there was little hope 
of granting the request, for Prema was 
quick and clever, but her parents were 
wretchedly poor, and in debt to the land- 
owners, 

“I have not a rupee to spare, my child, 
and the bus fares to Ramabad are far too 
costly for us.” 

Prema looked bitterly disappointed, but 
still determined. 

“My Father, there is our honorable 
Great-aunt Mariama; she might help us if 
I go and ask her.” 

Prema’s father laughed, “Oh, foolish 
one. Thine Aunt is a hard one. Even all 
thy coaxing will be wasted breath. She 
will not part with a rupee.” 

But Prema would not be daunted, and at 
last for the sake of peace her father agreed, 
and she started off next day for the village 
where her aunt lived. It was an hour’s 
bus ride, and the owner was not willing 
to convey a free “Road Guest,” although 
Prema was small and took up very little 
room! 

Prema, however, reminded him that he 
still owed her father a few cents for some 
firewood, so he grudgingly took her. 
Reaching her great-aunt’s home Prema had 
to be careful to please, and not annoy the 
old lady in any way. She found that her 
aunt was very upset because her grandson 
had failed in his school examinations, and 
many other troubles were making her 
vexed with the gods she worshiped. 

“All my costly offerings and money gifts 
have done no good, I might as well have 
never given a pice [‘cent’]. Truly they 
who follow the Foreign Jesus Religion here 


seem better off with their good education 


and everything else.” 

“In truth, my Aunt, thy words are full 
of wisdom. Now I desire to go to the 
Foreign School for day pupils at Ramabad, 
and learn their better way of living.” 

But when money was mentioned, Great- 
aunt Mariama was just like a rock. Prema 
had to use great patience and perseverance, 
even to get a small loan in the end. 

“Every pice of it must be returned to 
me, for I now hear at those rich For- 
eign Schools a pupil can very easily’ earn 
good money prizes. Our neighbor’ Ram 
Das has a daughter who cost him hardly 
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a rupee, for now she has a well-paid post 
and can help her family.” 

“T will go and do the same,” said Prema 
glibly. “My father has told me we were 
not always poor, ignorant, outcast people, 
but readers and writers of skill.” 

Her old aunt was very proud of her 
people, and she assured Prema “their wis- 
dom was as bright as the sun.” Still she 
would only promise a small loan, barely 
enough to buy a new dress of the cheapest 
sort, and pay for her bus fares, 

At first Prema felt very shy among so 
many girls, but happily for her, most were 
Christians from surrounding villages, 
whose caste was little higher than her own. 
Prema was struck by many of these pupils 
who looked so clean, and whose manners 
were different from those of the usual out- 
cast children. She, too, began to improve 
in every way, and her lessons were a great 
delight. She gave her teachers much satis- 
faction, and when the New Year holidays 
were near the head teacher said to her one 
morning : pry 

“Truly, Prema, you have ‘done remark- 
ably well, for I am sure you always try 
to do your very best. Our commissioner’s 
wife, who is such a kind friend to us, 
will be giving the certificates and prizes, 
and she has promised two special prizes 
for our first year girls. So you and Pritie 
have a chance of winning them, as the 
others came too late to try at all.” 

Prema glowed with joy, especially when 
she heard that the commissioner’s wife 
always gave five rupees. She knew many 
of these newcomers were extra poor, and 
some parents would not let them return 
unless they brought back a money prize. 

Prema had quickly learned to love Yaisu 
[“Lord Jesus”], and she asked him to help 
her win first prize; she had prayed about 
everything, and this would help her so 
much with her lessons. 

The prize-giving day came at last, but 
in the special examination Pritie and Prema 
got exactly the same marks. 

The commissioner’s wife said, “I will 


give two prizes, and the elder of the girls ' 


must choose first as one is a New Testa-' 
ment with beautiful colored pictures, and 
the other a five rupee note. 

“Prema is three months older, and she 
came five months after Pritie,” said the 
teacher. Prema very shyly and awkwardly — 
walked up to the platform where the sweet- 
faced lady was seated. 

With a smile she held out the beautiful 
New Testament in one hand and the five 
rupee bill in the other. 

“Choose, my child,” she said with a smile. 
Prema hesitated; she wanted the money so 
much, to give back to her aunt, but that 
New Testament would help her to tell her 
mother about her Lord Jesus, and the pic- 
tures might make her understand better. 

Suddenly she recalled last Sunday’s text, 
“Thy word is more precious than gold.” 
With a big effort Prema blindly stretched 
out her hand and took the book, to the 
surprise and delight of Pritie, who was so 
afraid she would choose the money! © 

How the commissioner’s wife smiled at 
Prema! It gladdened the child, who felt 
that some of the others thought her just — 
a little fool: She was glad to'see her 
father outside, waiting to také her home.’ ° 
’ Immediately on her return Prema opened 
her prize, and to her surprise and delight 
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she found carefully fixed inside a ten rupee 
note with the words, “For the one who 
chooses this book of everlasting treasures.” 

Oh, how happy Prema felt! Now she 
‘could return her aunt’s loan, and still have 
some over to return to school. But best 
of all, with the help of the Scripture pic- 
tures her mother: came to understand and 
believe in the Saviour. 


WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 





Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 








Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole field of teacher ing. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and 
addressing 


Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 

tioned in this department may be ordered from 

the Times Book Service, 1721 5S g Garden 
Street, Philadelphia. 


Where can I get information for conducting 
a Daily Vacation Bible School?—E. A. C. 
6¢LJOW to Conduct a Church Vacation 

School,” by Albert H. Gage ($1.50) ; 
and “Daily Vacation Bible School Guide,” 
by Homer L. Grice (60 cents), are ap- 
proved texts of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association, and can be procured 
at our office (153 Institute Place, Chicago). 
The fine volume by Grice is also published 
in paper cover for forty cents. V. E. 
Brace, President of the Colorado School 
of the Bible, Denver, has prepared a pam- 
phlet which can be procured for twenty- 
five cents. 





What course would you recommend for use 
in the vacation school?7—E. A. C. 
O MANY are making this inquiry of 
us that we have come to believe that 
there is a real need for something better 
than the material now available. Some of 
the most recent courses are almost Bjble- 
less while others provide only meager helps. 
For some years we have recommended for 
completely graded Bible study the mate- 
rials of Dr. Lathem’s Summer Bible School, 
434 E. Broad Street, Chester, Pa., and the 
textbooks of the United Lutheran Church, 
the Southern Baptist Convention (Nash- 
ville), and the Standard Publishing Com- 
pany (Cincinnati). A good mimeographed 
course in one volume has recently been pre- 
pared by the St. Paul Bible Training 
School, 1361 Capitol Avenue, St. Paul, 
Minn. As three-fourths of those enrolled 
in the vacation school also attend Sunday 
school, the former has come to be recog- 
nized as the summer session of the church 
school, and, as such, should offer a pro- 
gram that would supplement and complete 
the curriculum of the Sunday school. Such 
a course is now in the making, and will 
probably be available in another year. 





Ts it necessary to have paid teachers in the 
vacation school7—R. B. 
WE DO not believe so, though others 
believe they should be paid. The 
same principle applies here as with the 
Sunday school. The church should provide 
training, but not remuneration: for its 
teachers. The Preliminary Course of the 
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A Cry From 
Siberia To You! 








690 Eighth Avenue 








CRY from Christian brethren exiled to that barren, snow-covered land of bitter cold . 
punished for their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ . indescribable 


and misery. nds of believers have perished . 
Their voices come to us in sealed envelopes. Listen! 
Dear Brother Pleshko : 


My brother and sister are still in exile, suffering almost unbelievable misery 
and hardship. My heart bleeds for them but I, too, am ill and poverty-striken. 
Their letters cry out for help and relief . 


Do you hear their cry? Does it not touch your heart? Please send your gifts to the 
RUSSIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


(Formerly the Original Russia Inland Relief Mission) 
PETER PLESHKO, Gen. Secretary 
Dept. S 


. - living a life of terror 
- + Many more are near the grave. 


. can you, will you help them 2 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 

















Evangelical Teacher Training Association 
is fine for this purpose. Classes should 
start in October in order to have the 
teachers ready for service the following 
summer. While teachers are not placed 
on the pay roll, it seems advisable to us to 
remunerate the director of the school as 
well as the department superintendents. 





What does it cost to operate a vacation school, 
and how would you suggest that the money be 
raised?—C, H. L. 

T IS well to plan for an expense of at 

least. one dollar per pupil. Costs will 
vary according to the size of the school 
and the number of paid workers. Large 
schools are, in one sense, generally the 
least expensive. The vacation school should 
receive its principal financial support from 
the church budget, as it is a very important 
part of the work of the church. Where 
much is made of the closing exercises for 
the season, the attendance and interest on 
that occasion will generally yield an offer- 
ing that will meet any deficit. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 16. Safeguarding the Homes of Tomor- 
row. Josh. 24:15, 24; Prov. 22:6, 
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What Makes Happiness in the Home? 
(Col. 3: 12-21) 





Mon.—Jesus in the home (Luke :0 : 38-42). 
Tues. aan in the home (Rom. 
2 1-4). 
WabieHackeatente in the home (Gal. 6: 
1-5). 
Thurs.—Unity in the home (Eph. 4: 1-6). 
Fri.—Teamwork in the home (Eph. 6: 1- 


9). 
Sat.—Courtesy in the home (1 Pet. 


3:8- 
12). 











Wirt are some of the things that 
make a happy home? First we should 
realize that a happy home does not just 
happen. It must be desired and planned, 
and prayed for, and sought after, and 
sacrificed for. Certainly we are safe in 
putting down. one of the first requisites 
of a happy home as lowe. And by love, 


HILDREN’S DA 


PROGRAMS & PAGEANTS 


FREE . 40 page descriptive catalog includin 
new services with suelo Write todary. . 


“FOR GOD AND OUR LORD” 
An interesting, hel oe eant for Sund 
Schools, based on CHILDREN’S CRUSADE” 
Complete with music, ron Send for returnable 
examination copy. 
“LADY GREEN GOWN” 
A charming cantata (all music included) for 


oung people. Easily prepared. 25c. 
ke returnable ‘cxuminelicn copy. 


CHILDREN’ & DAY HELPER No, 23 
A great variety of platform material . 


recitations, exercises, etc., 25c. (Not sent mt oe 
ation. 
THE RODEHEAVER-HALL MACK co. 
CHICAGO, ILL. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
28 E. Jackson Bivd. 124 N. 15th St. 
Suite 1362 


Suite 732 


Train in Entirety! 


Have become famous for training HEAD, 
HEART, HAND. Fundamental, Evea- 


gehcal “Interd 


@ SILOAM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS 


John Brown University, four years ac- 
credited work, is the originator of the 
“Head, Heart, Hand"’ training. Thiee 
schools in one, it offers academic, Bible 
and over thirty vocations. 


@ SULPHUR SPRINGS, ARKANSAS 
John Brown University Academy 
and Julia Brown School tor Childres 
offer well-rounded training really fitting 
the student to live. Fine Summer camp 
program—‘'CAMP BUDDY." 


@ SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 


Brown Military Academy, formerly the 
San Diego Military Academy, is unsur- 
passed as a military school in the West, 
and adds a strong program of Vocational 
Guidance. High school grades. 


@ GLENDORA, CALIFORNIA 


The Brown School for Girls, formerly 

the Girls’ Collegiate Institute, in its ex- 

cellent, scenic setting, is truly a culture 

center for high school girls. It special- 

izes in Home Science. 

“ HIGHEST TYPE SCHOOLS FOR 
HIGHEST TYPE STUDENTS” 


JOHN BROWN SCHOOLS 
ARKANSAS : : 3: CALIFORNIA 
Write for further detaits 
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we are not to think that the cheap, com- 
mon thing that is thought about and talked 
about in so much of our popular music 
and fiction,—that sensation that is here 
today and gone tomorrow. We are to 
think of love as that deep, abiding re- 
gard for another that we find described 
in the thirteenth chapter of 1: Corinth- 
ians, and which comes only from above. 
There is a sense in which love is all in- 
clusive, but frequently we break it down 
to a number of other things. 


ve 
One of these is courtesy. Why is it 
that we so readily act and speak to those 
in our homes as we would not do to 
friends upon the outside or even to cas- 
ual acquaintances? Is it because we 
know we can count upon their love and 
forgiveness and understanding? Then is 
it not most unfair to take advantage of 
these things? If we were to treat folks 
on the outside as we sometimes treat those 
in our homes we would soon have no 
friends. 
ve 


Thoughtfulness is the twin sister of 
courtesy, and certainly is a requisite for 
a happy home. It is so easy to excuse 
ourselves on the plea of thoughtlessness, 
but is .there really any excuse for it? 
Should we not be far more thoughtful 
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of those who love us and who do so many 
things to make life smoother and happier 
for us than for any others? All too often 
deep rifts in the home life have begun 
with the tiny hair-line cracks of thought- 
lessness, “ 


Fellowship is another important factor 
in the making of a happy home. If we 
truly love another, we will want to share 
that one’s joys and responsibilities and 
burdens. To do so will undoubtedly in- 
terfere with other things that we might 
sometimes like to do. Modern life has 
offered us so much to take us away from 
the home circle, — amusements and enter- 
tainment, the motor car, the school activ- 
ities, and a thousand other things that 
call to us. But these can never bring the 
security and the lasting joy that we can 
find among those who love us and are 
seeking to make a home for us. 


bg 
Forbearance is an essential to a happy 
home. Why is it that we expect perfec- 
tion in others in our home and are so 
slow to approach perfection ourselves? 
The intimacy of the home life reveals to 
us little weaknesses and faults of others 
as mere friendship or acquaintanceship 
can never do. Some of those friends that 
we prefer so much to the home folks would 
appear in a most unfavorable light could 
we but live in their homes for awhile. 
Furthermore, the intimate knowledge 
we have of those in our homes enables 
us to find the weak spots in their armor. 
We are infinitely more skillful in wound- 
ing the home folks because we know them 
so well. But “love covers” (1 Cor. 13). 
It is possible, while clearly seeing the 
faults to have no malice or ill feeling 
toward the offender, and to hold that one 
up in prayer that the fault may be re- 
vealed by the Holy Spirit and corrected 
by the power of God. Little do we realize 
how many of our faults have been changed 
through the prayer. of others in our homes. 
4 
Trust is surely another requisite to-a 
happy home. Where we love others, we 
will trust them, even when there have 
been times when that trust was violated. 
On the other hand, we will encourage the 
trust of others in the home by refraining 
irom those things that engender suspi- 
cion and distrust. 
$¥ 
But while we might go on naming many 
other qualities that make for happiness 
in the home, surely it is not difficult to 
see that all of these are wrapped up in 
the life that is Christ. When he is en- 
throned in the heart and is Lord of life, 
and when he is the head of the household, 
all of these qualities will be worked out 
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in such a way that can only result in 
true happiness and joy. It is possible to 
have some of these qualities, in a mea- 
sure, without Christ, but it is not. pos- 
sible to have a truly happy home without 
him, for he is the home of the soul, and 
only when the soul is at home can there 
be true joy in the home that is ours dur- 
ing this earthly life. 
PHILADELPHIA. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirterath Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Der Mother Ruth: I believe you are the only 
one who can advise and help me. I dare not 
commit this even to my own mother, as, like 
most mothers, she would never believe I did suca 
a trick. My mother thinks I am a Christian, 
but I know I am not. I love to read silly love 
stories, and I simply hate churches. I am never 
at ease in the presence of a Christian. Now 
here is my problem. 


I wronged a lovely Christian woman. I am 
ashamed to write what the wrong was. My 
husband and my mother found out about it, 
and in order to cover myself,.I got this dear 
Christian’s husband to tell the most awful lie 
on his wife, behind her back; she was never 
given a chance to tell the whole story. I have 
regretted it ever since. What shall I do, and 
how can I be saved and know it?—C. 


Y DEAR “C”: The last problem in 

your letter is the most important, so 
I shall begin there, and if we can reach 
the right decision about that all the other 
difficulties will solve themselves. When 
the heart is right with God, we just can- 
not be satisfied until we make everything 
else right. 

Your hatred for the churches comes be- 
cause you are not saved; and it is to be 
expected that you would love that which 
is silly in the writings of those who do not 
know God. You are feeding your mind on 
ihe things which will not and nevet can 
satisfy or lead you into the’ will! of God. 
We truly “reap as we sow,” and if we 
choose the unrighteous life, we must ex- 
pect to reap its products of hatred and 
sinfulness. So my first desire is to have 
you saved through the precious blood of 
Jesus Christ and to have you know it! 
That vou desire to be saved is the first 
step, and the second is to know he is 
waiting for you and ready to forgive you 
all your sins. Do you believe this? Have 
you repented of your sins, and are you 
ready to believe John 3: 16 and accept him 
as your Saviour? It is for you, if you will 
but take him at his word. Follow this 
with Remans 10:9: “If thou shalt con- 
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” 

It is natural that the sin of your lie 
should come before you. Now what is 
the honorable thing. for you to do? How 
can you ever be happy again until you 
have made a real confession of .your sin 
to this innocent woman? You should ask 


‘ 
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not only God to forgive you but also this 
wronged one. Satan will do all he can to 
prevent any such confession, but you will 
never be right with God until you are 
separated from sin and Satan. He is the 
enemy of your soul, and will cause you to 
continue following him, if he can possibly 
do so. I beg of you to renounce Satan and 
his works, and to come to the Saviour and 
begin a new life. Only thus can you be 
happy — in the consciousness that you have 
confessed all known sins, and are ready to 
have the Lord God cleanse you, and accept 
you as his child. His blood was shed that 
you might have the power to become his 
daughter, because you believe on his name 
(John 1: 12, 13). Then you will have ever- 
lasting life! Read John 3: 36, and see the 
result of accepting and believing Jesus 


Christ, and also see the outcome of not 


believing this wonderful Saviour. I wish 
you would look back in your Sunpay 
Scuoot Times to the issue of August 22 
and read the quotation in this column from 
an article by Dr. Trumbull, and I am sure 
it will be an added help on this question. 
(It is entitled, “How Can I Be Saved,” 
and may be had in leaflet form from F. F. 
Richards, Waterford, Conn., 5 cents, post- 
paid.) Will hope to hear from you that 
you have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and will go all the way with him, as he 
guides. 





[With the New Books | 


Revival in Romance and Realism. By 
Mrs. Henry M. Woods. (Fleming H. Re- 
.vell Co., 158 Fifth Ave.,.New York City, 
$1.50.) It was in Shanghai, in 1924, that 
the’ World-Wide Revival Prayer Move- 
ment first ripened into fruitfulness, but its 
founder, Mrs. Woods, tells us that the seed 
of it was planted long before, when, as a 
missionary-minded traveler, she heard 
Paget Wilkes in Japan. Later,, when 
Messrs. Wilkes and Thornton and Dr. 
Howden were brought to China for a spe- 
cial religious effort, God gave them, in- 
stead of the expected conference, a mighty 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost. The holy 
fire spread among the nationals and Leland 
Wang was miraculously directed to guide 
its course. On and on moved the cloudy 
‘pillar, leading Mrs. Woods especially in 
the republication and distribution of sev- 
eral. choice books, — “Resting in God's 
Faithfulness” (by Miss Monson), “The 
Wonder of the Book” (by Hague), “Hud- 
son Taylor, the Man Who Believed God” 
(by Marshall Broomhall), “Power From 
on High” (by Greenfield), and last of all, 
“The Life of C. T. Studd.” And now this 
gripping story of God’s work will add yet 
one more to the number of silent but potent 
evangelists which have reached the four 
quarters of the globe, propagating a Move- 
ment that knows neither plan nor pledge, 
but only the Spirit’s breathing through the 
living Word into the listening hearts of 
believers. 


The Truth of Christianity. By Lt. Col. 
*“W. H. Turton. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
‘lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich, $1.) A 
book that has survived through twelve 
éditiotis, particularly when it treats of 
Christian philosophies and _ evidences, 
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awakens considerable respect. So it is with 
Colonel Turton’s treatise. His efforts were 
to argue reasonably, convincingly, and con- 
structively for the tenets of the Christian 
faith. Consequently we are justified in 
our expectations at finding a well reasoned 
effort to meet the challenges of unbelief or 
error. It is interesting to discern how 
broad is the field of knowledge upon which 
one may draw in support of the balanced 
Christian viewpoint. Here is a book which 
should be a great help to bewildered stu- 
dents, whose philosophy and faith have been 
tinctured with the red poison of atheism 
or agnosticism. A careful reading will not 
only enlighten the darkened mind, but drive 
one to deeper study concerning the validities 
of our holy faith. It is to be hoped that 
multitudes of young people as well as others 
will give this new edition careful study. 


Principles of Bible School Teaching. 
By Joseph Harmon. (General Efficiency 
Co., Yonkers, N. Y., 50 cents.) The author 
has a way of emphasizing simple but fun- 
damental rudiments of Sunday school or- 
ganization,, procedure, and _ instruction. 
These he illustrates and supplements with 
quotations from various authors. Those 
who. desire a plain description of Sunday 
school class. work, especially as to teaching, 
will find Mr. Harmon easy to follow. 


Christ, the Healer of Broken Hearts. 
By Joseph T. Larson. (J. T. Larson, 3033 
Columbus Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. Price, 
25 cents; 10 for $1.50.) Pastors and other 
Christian workers will find here a very 
valuable gift for the sick, sad, bereaved, 
and discouraged, in homes, hospitals, sani- 
tariums, prisons, and reform schools. This 
booklet by a successful evangelist grew out 
of a hospital experience he had three years 
ago. It is packed full of the “comfort of 
the Scriptures,” being especially readable 
because of many apt illustrations. In the 
seventeen short chapters balm for broken 
hearts is applied from many standpoints of 
God’s Word. The comfort here given is 
based upon faith in the blood of Qhrist shed 
for the remission of sins. When this book- 
let is sold in quantities to Christian workers 
for distribution, the author will give one 
half off the list price. This generous offer 
will be of real advantage to those who 
seek to comfort the broken-hearted. 


Studies in the Holy Spirit. By James 
Benjamin Green. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, $1.25.) There are many 
books on the Holy Spirit, but not too many 
good books, for the subject is of supreme 
importance to the Christian. The author 
is professor of Systematic Theology and 
Homiletics in Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary, Decatur, Ga. His purpose is to 
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explore. and expound what the Scriptures 
have to say on this subject. The material 


of these studies is not new, but the ar-. 


rangement is. It is clear and easily fol- 
lowed. First, we study the Holy Spirit 
in his eternal relation, that is, to God, and 
here he seems far off from us. Next, we 
consider him in his relation to the universe, 
that is, in creation and providence, and 
here he seems nearer. Next, we see him 
in his relation to Christ and the Church, 
and here he comes very close to us. Then 
we consider him in his relation to individ- 
uals, and here we regard him not merely 
as near us, but as within us. It is interest- 
ing thus to mark the stages of the Spirit’s 
approach to us and meditate on them. The 
author’s discussion of the Trinity is espe- 
cially clear and satisfying, and it is satis- 
fying to read of the Spirit’s part in the 
Virgin Birth. Many of the Church’s fail- 
ures would be overcome if her members 
heeded the studies here so clearly brought 
forth. 


Roses in December and Other Sermons. 
By Herbert Lockyer. (Wm. B, Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1:) 
Blind, deaf, legless, armless, disfigured al- 
most out of recognition, all that was left 
of a brave soldier lay on a hospital bed. 
The Crown Prince looked down upon him, 
then, stooping, kissed his forehead, exclaim- 
ing with tears, “Wounded for me!” So 
it is that the wounds of Christ grow roses 
in our Decembers of pain and loss, — such 
is a sumimary of Mr. Lockyer’s first ser- 
mon in this new series. In the second, 
we learn that our earthly lives are. not 
to be guided by crystal-gazing at the world, 
nor always at the Church, but by looking 


into the terrible Crystal of God’s holiness. : 


The third pictures the tragedy of a life- 
failure, eating its morsel alone, and offers 
to such ‘the grace that entreats a sharing 
of that morsel with the Lord Jesus. A 
further address distinguishes with satisfy- 
ing clearness between “justification for ac- 
cess, sanctification for walk, and consecra- 
tion for service,—all by faith atone.” 
Among other subjects are “Christmas 
Every Day,” “The Secret of a Cheerful 
Life,” and “Things That God Cannot Do.” 
Through these, as through all of Mr. 
Lockyer’s sermons, the reader will find his 
heart encouraged to a deeper devotion and 
richer ministry. 


Youth’s Victory Lies This Way. By 
W. B. Riley, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., cloth $1, 
paper 65 cents.) Do you ever go back over 
your life, you who have reached maturity, 
and “look afresh at the bushes out of which 
you first heard God’s voice”? To many 
of us those moments of revelation came, 
even as Dr. Riley says they did for him, 
while we listened to the great pulpit orators 
of our youth. But glance about in the 
Sunday audiences today and mark the 
shocking absence of young people. Dr. 
Riley says that their absence “characterizes 
the twentieth century age.” But in fixing 
the blame for the situation he says also, 
“While the rising generation will determine 
the course of history, that generation itself 
is being determined by the intellectual and 
political seniors of the present.” 

Here is a grand book by a keen student 
of our times. It deserves a wide hearing 
among both the young and the more mature. 
While it is severely critical, it is also con- 
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structive and inspirational. In his chapter, 
“The Relation of Sweat to Success,” the 
author makes the third chapter of Genesis 
appear as vital and timely as the front page 
of today’s news. The tragedy of Babel is 
also revealed as being re-enacted even now. 
Dr. Riley characteristically does not hesi- 
tate to pronounce judgment on what he 
considers the mad economic experiments 
now threatening our national structure and 
the evils they portend, and in the brief year 
that has elapsed since his manuscript was 
completed many events have already jus- 
tified his conclusions. . He points clearly 
and definitely to the Cross as the only 
hope for youth today as always. 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Leasons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


May 3 to 9 


Mon.—Genesis 18 : 16-22. 
God’s Confidence in Abraham. 
Prayer Succestions: “I know... that 
he will command his children and his 
household after him.” Exemplary saints 
are rare. Ruling households for God is 
a matter of great indifference with many. 
How God views this may be inferred by 
the divine soliloquy. Christian nurture of 
children, and godly regulation of the house- 
hold by heads of households is a heavy re- 
sponsibility. . Can. God say of you: “I 
know him, . . . he will command his chil- 
dren and his household AFTER HIM”? 
Pray for Ganada Mission, Ganada, Ariz. 


Tues.—Genesis 18 : 23-33. 
Abraham’s Confidence in God. 
Prayer Succestions: “Shalf not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?” A knowl- 
edge of the character of God enables one 
to tell the actions of God. Such a right- 
eous God compelled Abraham’s confidence. 
Are you well enough acquainted with the 
character and ways of God to dare to pray 
for “impossibilities”’? Pray for the Amer- 
ican Society of Friends of Israel, 314 Stan- 
ley Terrace, Chicago. 


Wed.—John 15: 14-18. Friends of Jesus. 
Prayer Succestions: “Ye are my 
friends, if—”. Christ’s love for his saints 
is changeless. He loves to the end those 
whom he receives into his family. But 
fellowship with Christ is contingent upon 
obedience. Continuance in sin shuts the 
door: to communion with Christ. Perform- 
ance of friendly offices always brings rich 
experiences and blessings. Pray for the 
evangelization of the Warron Indians (the 
Bushmen of British Guiana, South Amer- 
ica). 
Thurs.—Mark 11 ;: 20-24. Praying in Faith. 
Prayer Succestions: “When ye pray, 
believe.” An illustration of this principle 
is found all through the Bible. Hannah 
“was no more sad” after meeting God at 
Shiloh. If we come to God we “must be- 
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 
11:6). If we cannot believe we cannot 
pray in faith. “Without faith it is impos- 
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sible to please ... God” (Heb. 11:6; Jas. 
1:5). Pray for a movement of the Holy 
Spirit among the Berbers of Morocco. 


Fri—Luke 41: 5-16. Perseverance in Prayer. 
Prayer Succestions: “His importunity.” 
Some divine blessings come harder than 
others. God is willing, but we are tested 
as to our perseverance in seeking them. 
“The hurdles of prayer” are three: First, 
the lingual hurdle: “Ask.” Second, the 
manual, “Knock.” And the third, the pedal, 
“Seek.” It takes the whole man from 
tongue to toe to get some special divine 
blessings. God’s willingness needs to be 
united with our unwillingness to let him 
go without the blessing. Pray for Arabia. 


Sat.—Acts 10:1-6. Acceptable Prayer. 
Prayer Succestions: “Thy prayers... 
a memorial.” Prayers ascending to Heaven 
in the name of Christ often wait for later 
attention in the “golden bowls” before the 
throne of grace. Inthe fifth and eighth 
chapters of the Revelation memorial 
prayers are presented before the Father by 
the Great Intercessor who makes them his 
very own. This makes prayer potent. Of- 
fer prayers that Christ can offer in Heaven. 
Pray for Iran (Persia). 
Sun.—Psalm 3% : 1-8, F 
Joyous Communion with God. 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord is 
good.” Enjoyments unknown on the car- 
nal plane are the privilege of the spiritual 
people of God. Through reconciliation with 
meditation, prayer, and obedience, we have 
fellowship with the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Walking with God is the surest 
way to experiencing enjoyable communion 
with him. Pray for a work of grace on 
the Ivory Coast, Africa. 
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